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Former MP
and BJP
leader Balbir
Punj dies

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, journalist and senior
BJP leader Balbir Punj, 76,
passed away on Saturday
evening after being ill for
some time.

Punj, a former vice-pre-
sident of the BJP and asso-
ciated with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
from a young age, had a
long career in public life —
in politics and policy cir-
cles, and in the media. He
began his career as a jour-
nalist in 1971 with the new-
spaper The Motherland, la-
ter serving for two decades
at the Financial Express,
and then as executive edi-
tor of The Observer of Busi-
ness and Politics from May
1996 to March 2000.

He served two terms as
a member of the Rajya Sab-
ha, between 2000 and
2006 from Uttar Pradesh
and 2008 and 2014 from
Odisha. He also served as
the chairperson of the Na-
tional Commission for
Youth, which is accorded
Minister of State status in
the Central government.

He was regarded as an
important figure in terms
of contributing to the BJP’s
public policy interventions
and stances, as well as an
author, penning Tryst with
Ayodhya: Decolonisation of
India (Kitab Wale).

Punj had also been ac-
tively involved in journalis-
tic institutions.

He served as President
of the Delhi Journalists As-
sociation for two consecu-
tive terms between 1989
and 1991 and was general
secretary of the National
Union of Journalists from
1993 to 1995.
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19A. Former MP and BJP leader Balbir Punj dies
qd |iwe 3R STST AT TR Gor T e

e Former Rajya Sabha member, journalist and senior BJP leader Balbir
Punj, 76, passed away on Saturday evening after being ill for some time.

U4 USTHH HEET, THHR 3R RS HISTIT AT TR G, 76, 7 AMAIR AH F&
AT ¥ AR IE & oG AT gF aram)

e Punj, a former vice-president of the BJP and associated with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) from a young age, had a long career in
public life — in politics and policy circles, and in the media.

T, S STTeTaT o O 3UTETET & 3R o 37 J § TAT Faadas 64 (RSS) A 3
&, T ATt Siaed 7 oaT HRIT /T — Telaiifa, Aifa fF#Tor ik d@ifsar 7

e He began his career as a journalist in 1971 with the newspaper The
Motherland, later serving for two decades at the Financial Express, and then as
executive editor of The Observer of Business and Politics from May 1996 to
March 2000.

37glel 1971 A The Motherland THATIR I o AIY TR & & H AT HRIAT Y&
o2, 9Te & &Y g2l de Financial Express & &R faram, 31T fOFT A 1996 & AT

2000 ds The Observer of Business and Politics 3 &I Uiee 7l

e He served two terms as a member of the Rajya Sabha, between 2000
and 2006 from Uttar Pradesh and 2008 and 2014 from Odisha.

3egiel ASTHT & HE oh ® H al HRIrel W T, 2000 F 2006 o FT TGAH
31 2008 & 2014 T 3NfeM A

e He also served as the chairperson of the National Commission for
Youth, which is accorded Minister of State status in the Central government.

SogioY TSERT AT HIANT & 3reaT & § 7 o e o, oy dhg e o oy A
T GatT 9T B

e He was regarded as an important figure in terms of contributing to the
BJP’s public policy interventions and stances, as well as an author, penning Tryst
with Ayodhya: Decolonisation of India (Kitab Wale).

356 HTSTUT ShT HTASToTeh il GEETAT A TG F eTeleT ot aTel Teh Hgeaqor
SIfFccd o &9 H ST SATdT T, AT & d Teh oi@e AT &, fAegisl Tryst with

Aypdhya: Decolonisation of India NO DELIVERIES SPARED
(Kitab Wale) fordr|

«  Punj had also been actively David is the second-fastest to

involved in journalistic institutions. smash 1,000 runs in the IPL
Ut JehIRCT ST 7 8 Afohg &9 &
B

e He served as President of the
Delhi Journalists Association for two
consecutive terms between 1989 and
1991 and was general secretary of the

National Union of Journalists from
1993 to 1995.

3egieY 1989 ¥ 1991 & ol SR &

HThTel & foIT feeeh Seiforrey vaifdwerT & sreger | REENENNGGG—_——_ K MURALI KUMAR
& T F Fr HAT 31K 1993 F 1995 o FeleTel feygsy  Roval Challengers Bengaluru batter Tim David, on Saturday,

became the second-fastest to score 1,000 IPL runs in terms of

3ﬁ'q; aﬁﬁm é? mﬁa’ q%'| deliveries faced. David achieved this milestone during RCB’s game

against Delhi Capitals. The Australian reached the mark off 560
balls, with Andre Russell (545 deliveries) being the best.
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19A. David is the second-fastest to smash 1,000 runs in the IPL
3fas amédiver & 1,000 T e AT gA¥ RS T

Royal Challengers Bengaluru batter Tim David, on Saturday, became the second-fastest to
score 1,000 IPL runs in terms of deliveries faced.

TS Yol d3Tele & Tooarel e 35 Afar #1 gadt asr ga e a=1 gl diat &
feams & 1,000 3mgHieer & X fHv|

David achieved this milestone during RCB’s game against Delhi Capitals.

3fas o I8 39aiey RCB & #9 # fedl FReed & o g1fde &

The Australian reached the mark of 560 balls, with Andre Russell (545 deliveries) being
the best.

Ig reeoraTs orsr seoﬁﬁﬁwqugmaa%aﬂam(mﬁﬁ)maagl

GS Paper 1: Geography 19 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A

Waltz of the winds

g3t FT e

Waltz 0f the wmds

A disturbance’ in the weather system
brings rain to India during non-monsoon
months but can also disrupt agricultural

schedules and ui'ﬁ'cr extreme events

he India Meteorological Department
(IMD) had forecast that the month of
April would have 12% more rain than is

usual over most of India except the
northeastern States and part of the southern
peninsula.
This also means that several parts of North

India, which usually start to become hot and dry,
were relatively cooler on account of several
“western disturbances” (WD).

These are extra-tropical storms from the
Mediterranean that bring in rains to India during
the non-monsoon months. The month of March
saw eight such WD in North India, two above the
six that's usual.

Following eight WDs in March, at least three or
four distinct, strong systems affected northwest
India through mid-April, causing significant
damage to crops in Punjab, Haryana, and

Rajasthan.
The number of such WDs are expected to
abate in the latter half of the month. 4
The WDs have an effect of improving air Winged visitors:
quality in some regions. The rain settles Pigeons perch on
atmospheric dust but in the build-up to the rain, electrical wires while a
there can be a temporary rise in dust from the few take flight amid
strong winds that precede these rains. the rain in the old

Text by Jacob Koshy quarters of Delhi. AP

19A. Waltz of the winds
gaT3i FT 5[

A ‘disturbance’ in the weather system brings rain to India during non-monsoon months
but can also disrupt agricultural schedules and trigger extreme events.

At gorrelr 7 veh fareee IR-Aerger AT & NI AR F aw &1 B, et a8 Fh
HIIFAT 1 ST T FehalT & 3T T TeaA13it & 7 Scueet Y FhaT &

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) had forecast that the month of April would have
12% more rain than is usual over most of India except the northeastern States and part of
the southern peninsula.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

9971932488
L

R AGH faaarer fasimar (IMD) = o ATet Sfammm AT foh 3l HEled 3 JHTRhIRr TR H Trog
T 12% 3rfer T gl Fary 3oR-qdf T2t AR faroly graedla & $o feedt & |

e This also means that several parts of North India, which usually start to become hot and
dry, were relatively cooler on account of several “western disturbances” (WD).

ST T 31 FcTora & F 39 AR & S RE, T 3R T a1t 31 s @ eora &, 68
“qftesl fyafer (WD) & HROT 39aTsHd 83 3

e These are extra-tropical storms from the Mediterranean that bring in rains to India during
the non-monsoon months.

Y ST FRR W 3Te aTel TOUH AL T-TTET THIA 8, ST IN-ATTHT Al o ATl R H s
G

e The month of March saw eight such WD in North India, two above the six that’s usual.
AT AE H 30X URA H T 3113 IiRa#Y [yaisr & 91w, S AT o ¥ &l 319 g

e Following eight WDs in March, at least three or four distinct, strong systems affected
northwest India through mid-April, causing significant damage to crops in Punjab,
Haryana, and Rajasthan.

AT # 376 qfRae [aefst & ae, 31el & HET deh e ¥ A dliet T TR -3, Fad
gonfart o 3eR-af¥as 9Ra 1 geniad fomar, foay germe, gRamon it Teearsr F w6t S
mgwmgam

e The number of such WDs are expected to abate in the latter half of the month.
UG ITREHT Teiteil hr HEaAT HE & qE AT & FH 8ol ohl THIIAT ¢ |

e The WDs have an effect of improving air quality in some regions.
qfer#T faeiter e XA & A JoTaeT JURSA b1 777 87 STerct £

e The rain settles atmospheric dust but in the build-up to the rain, there can be a temporary
rise in dust from the strong winds that precede these rains.

IR ARIHSNT Y 1 ST S &, Aot I § vger AT FaHT 3 HROT AT &7 § o 7
qeftr & el &

GS Paper 11: Governance 19 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A | NMC proposes to ease norms for establishing new medical colleges

TATHIH! AT ATSHT Hicrol TATRT FIS & ATTES HTHTT HIA HT IEIT

19A | Use Ashwagandha roots, extracts only, FSSAI tells food-product firms

Faer 3RFET Y T3 I 37F § 3TANT FY, FSSA| o WIEH 3¢9T1g FIfAAT § Fgl
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poses to ease norms for

establishing new medical colleges

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The National Medical Com-
mission (NMC) has now
proposed significant draft
amendments to its 2023
regulations, focusing on
easing the norms for esta-
blishment of medical col-
leges — allowing in more
trusts and societies. It is al-
so looking at tightening
postgraduate (PG) medical
education standards, and
introducing a single-State
licence for Armed Forces
Medical Services (AFMS)
doctors to  practise
nationwide.

The Commission, in its
latest notice, has invited
comments until May 7, on
its proposed amendments
to the “Registration of
Medical Practitioners and
Licence to Practice Medi-
cine (Amendment), Regu-
lations 2026”.

“The draft regulations
aim to tighten regulatory

Atotal of 43 new medical colleges have been established across the
country for the academic year 2025-26. FILE PHOTO

control over the quality of
education while streamlin-
ing the processes for set-
ting up institutions and
regulating military medical
personnel,” said a senior
Health Ministry official.
Addressing the adminis-
trative burden of frequent
transfers, the NMC has pro-
posed easing transfer-relat-
ed paperwork by allowing
AFMS doctors to register
once with a State medical
council at commissioning,

with the licence valid na-
tionwide during active ser-
vice. Retired doctors will
need to re-register in their
State of practice.

The annual renewal of
licence will be centrally
managed so that licences
will not go inactive due to
delayed, individually filed
renewals and the registra-
tion council will handle
professional misconduct
cases, with recommenda-
tions from the State where

the incident occurred.

For more stringent stan-
dardisation in PG medical
education, the Commis-
sion has asked all medical
colleges to adhere to up-
dated infrastructure, facul-
ty, and clinical facilities cri-
teria with standalone PG
institutes to have 220 beds,
with at least 80% bed occu-
pancy, a revised senior fa-
culty-student ratio of 1:2
and limiting non-govern-
ment colleges to a maxi-
mum of four seats when
starting a new PG course
or increasing intake.

A total of 43 new medi-
cal colleges have been esta-
blished across the country
for the academic year
2025-26 and the Centre
has approved 11,682 MBBS
seats and 8,967 PG seats
across the country for the
said academic year, Union
Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare Anu-
priya Patel said in a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha.

19A. NMC proposes to ease norms for establishing new medical colleges

TAUHH! AT ATTHA Sictol TART FI & ATTCS THTT Sl HT TE&dT

e The National Medical Commission (NMC) has now proposed significant draft amendments
to its 2023 regulations, focusing on easing the norms for establishment of medical colleges —
allowing in more trusts and societies.

TSRy RfRFeaT AT (NMC) & 31 379 2023 & aet 3 Agcaqur Aetar it sedifad
forT &, FoieTent €aTeT AfSHeT il T TUTIAT & HATACST T 3T Tl W & — o 31fw
ZEe 3R AErIe i At Ao g |

o The Commission, in its latest notice, has invited comments until May 7, on its proposed
amendments to the “Registration of Medical Practitioners and Licence to Practice
Medicine (Amendment), Regulations 2026”.

3T & 319 AdIAdH e 7 “Rifercar IfFeerert &1 ashietor i RrfercaT i &1 asdw
(eereT), AT 2026” 7 yeariad AT W 7 AS deh feoafor 3meEa Hr
e “The draft regulations aim to tighten regulatory control over the quality of education while

streamlining the processes for setting up institutions and regulating military medical
personnel,” said a senior Health Ministry official.

Teh IS FAR HATET TR 1 e, “HaleT forers RIeT i q[oradn o gt Hg=or 1
FSI I & HTY-HY HEATAT hl T 3R Fer Fafercar wiAaT & fafeasme S gfsmansit
LT SeTTet &7 o8 1@ &7
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e Addressing the administrative burden of frequent transfers, the NMC has proposed easing
transfer-related paperwork by allowing AFMS doctors to register once with a State medical
council at commissioning, with the licence valid nationwide during active service.

TR-IR FATATROT H 53 TRIHTeTeh S1ST T A el & fIT, NMC o AFMS SieFet 1 g et &
HHY Teh IR I TAfhedr aRwe # dollenior i eTAfc Sl TUTATROT Hetl STl HIRars i
T SelTet T TETa 1T &, Torad 3oTeht T8 Aisha aT o GRIeT I & H AT a1

e Retired doctors will need to re-register in their State of practice.
TG STeFext T 37T 3T dTel s H YoT: TSTeh0T TTaAT 81T |

e The annual renewal of licence will be centrally managed so that licences will not go inactive
due to delayed, individually filed renewals and the registration council will handle professional
misconduct cases, with recommendations from the State where the incident occurred.

AU T AP AR T T F T FhaT SITeer aifes safedera &9 & &3 & fFoaw
AT oh HROT TS AR 77 g1 3R Isiienor aRwe dYaR g & HHe T Hefreldh,
Sra# 38 U= Fr RAwie gl EETEIE?ITg'é'I

e For more stringent standardisation in PG medical education, the Commission has asked all
medical colleges to adhere to updated infrastructure, faculty, and clinical facilities criteria with
standalone PG institutes to have 220 beds, with at least 80% bed occupancy, a revised senior

faculty-student ratio of 1:2 and limiting non-government colleges to a maximum of four seats
when starting a new PG course or increasing intake.

it Rfrcar fRueT 7 31f8e Ted AAHHIT & fT, 3T o Geft AfSHa Hicsil HI eI
AT, Tl 3R [Felfatehel GIAUT3M & ATACST T ATeled a1 I el 8, o7 Tad7 drsir
TEYTA 220 93, sl A HHF 80% o3 YU, HAMT RS HhrI-BF Ieure 1:2 AR IR
TXRRY leloil T AT dIS I Y el AT HE ol TR I TR Het deh AT e
A &

o A total of 43 new medical colleges have been established across the country for the academic
year 2025-26 and the Centre has approved 11,682 MBBS seats and 8,967 PG seats across
the country for the said academic year, Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare
Anupriya Patel said in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha.

AeTfOTeh g 2025-26 & ToIT SR & el 43 AT ATl FlcleT TUMU FohT 7T & 3R dhgr o
11,682 THdEITH Hieth 31X 8,967 WSl Het &l AR & &, TE STeThRy T AR IRaR
HATOT AT HA IHAAT I o Toq|HT H T ST A |

Use Ashwagandha roots, extracts
only, FSSAI tells food-product firms

Meenakshi Verma Ambwani icines,

NEW DELHI

The Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has told companies
to ensure that Ashwagand-
ha used in products is
done in compliance with
the notified standards. It
has directed food business
operators to ensure only
roots of Ashwagandha and
its extracts are used in the
products and at prescribed
limits. It emphasised the
use of the herb’s leaves and
extracts was prohibited.
Besides Ayurvedic med-

Ashwagandha
(Withania Somnifera) is
used in a variety of pro-
ducts such as nutraceuti-
cals and supplements.
Recently, it has been
used in functional food
products like herbal teas
and wellness beverages.

‘Not permitted’

In its latest advisory, the
FSSAI said it had come to
its attention certain manu-
facturers were using Ash-
wagandha leaves and ex-
tracts in products. It
pointed out “use of Ashwa-
gandha leaves in crude or

extract or any other form is
not permitted” under the
notified regulations.

The FSSAI said it had
specified the standards for
health supplements, nutra-
ceuticals; food for special
dietary use, food for spe-
cial medical purpose un-
der the Food Safety and
Standards (Health Supple-
ments, Nutraceuticals,
Food for Special Dietary
Use, Food for Special Med-
ical Purpose, Functional
Food and Novel Food) Reg-
ulations, 2016. The regula-
tions provide the list of
plants or botanicals per-

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

mitted for use in such pro-
ducts. “As per Schedule IV
of aforesaid regulations,
only the roots and extracts
of Ashwagandha are per-
mitted for use in these ca-
tegories of products, sub-
ject to compliance with the
prescribed limits,” it said.

The Ministry noted
available scientific studies
“reported possible safety
concerns for Ashwagandha
leaves due to higher con-
centrations of reactive
withanolides, particularly
Withaferin-A”.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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19A. Use Ashwagandha roots, extracts only, FSSAI tells food-product firms

Faer 3rFereT Y IS 3T 37F & 3TANT F, FSSA| o WIgH 3c9Tg FfAdT F Fgl

e The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has told companies to ensure
that Ashwagandha used in products is done in compliance with the notified standards.

AR WreT &t 3R A NAFoT (FSSAI) & Huferdl & sl § o 3curel & suiter iy Sre
aTelt 3regaryT ITARICT AeTehl & 3TTAR &1 glell TR

¢ It has directed food business operators to ensure only roots of Ashwagandha and its
extracts are used in the products and at prescribed limits.

$H W STGATT HaTelen! ol fAGer figar § o 3camel # shaer sreqerem Y o18 31X 37 315 &
39T foRT ATC 3R g o fe TR diamsit & o]

e It emphasised the use of the herb’s leaves and extracts was prohibited.
S S ST e Foh 3 STN-E) o afRrat 3R 31 3 o1 3T wiaafd §

e Besides Ayurvedic medicines, Ashwagandha (Withania Somnifera) is used in a variety of
products such as nutraceuticals and supplements.

3T TR a3t & 3T, 3rR@TET (Withania Somnifera) &7 39T gy feahed 3R
ACAHCH ST $3 3cTTeT H TohaT ST & |

e Recently, it has been used in functional food products like herbal teas and wellness
beverages.

BTl 81 3 SHHT IYANT ool I 3R doleld 9T S thereleTel B3 3cTel H foram ST T &1

‘Not permitted’
‘HAATY TS &

o Inits latest advisory, the FSSAI said it had come to its attention certain manufacturers were
using Ashwagandha leaves and extracts in products.

3791 AITTH RIA F FSSAI o #gl o 38eh &aT1eT # 31747 § 13 o [alTar seurel & sreqaren
&1 gt 3R 31 F7 39T IR B

e |t pointed out “use of Ashwagandha leaves in crude or extract or any other form is not
permitted” under the notified regulations.

S8 I o TG It & dget “3reaare &y qfaiail 7 ded &9 7 AT 37k A7 Rl 317
w9 3 AT 37 6 517

e The FSSAI said it had specified the standards for health supplements, nutraceuticals; food for
special dietary use, food for special medical purpose under the Food Safety and Standards

(Health Supplements, Nutraceuticals, Food for Special Dietary Use, Food for Special Medical
Purpose, Functional Food and Novel Food) Regulations, 2016.

FSSAI & &gl foh 38 Fareed Felided, Fggegfedhed, faRY ER 3UANT Tl Wi yary,
oy Rifercar 3aged arel @Wie qard & foiw Ae Food Safety and Standards (Health
Supplements, Nutraceuticals, Food for Special Dietary Use, Food for Special Medical
Purpose, Functional Food and Novel Food) Regulations, 2016 & dgd fareTiRa fru §1

e The regulations provide the list of plants or botanicals permitted for use in such products.
3 T2 31 dteit a7 gereafaat S Gt Jeret Ad ¢ fSiaTeht 32T O Scarel 7 JHefAfd 9o B

e “As per Schedule IV of aforesaid regulations, only the roots and extracts of Ashwagandha are
permitted for use in these categories of products, subject to compliance with the prescribed
limits,” it said.

“SORIeF TG T 3T IV oh 3TER, Shalol LTI I 575 3R 3eTeh 31eh €1 57 A0 b
3cqTel # 3T o fAT 3e1Ad 8, g off TretRe At o 3regarelsl & 31efieT,” geat shet I

e The Ministry noted available scientific studies “reported possible safety concerns for
Ashwagandha leaves due to higher concentrations of reactive withanolides, particularly
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Withaferin-A”.

HATAT & gl o 3TTsY AT TETTT “37g9r4T Y it & 3= A & Rufgea
adeTengsd, faawent fFauTthRer-A & HROT Fefad FRai Fiamir i RurE #d €1

GS Paper I11: Economy

19 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A | What led to the Noida workers’ protest?

ArusT AfAST & AT FHT FROT FAT AT?

19A | ‘Mutual fund body spent 90% investor awareness fund on digital media’

‘FIIIH B3 fAHTT A 90% FAAer SIarehar vs RBioree Afgar w @

19A | Once a piped dream, now a necessity

F3fl T q1STE YT, 3T T ATl

19A | Annatto seed growers pitch for govt. support

TAer (Annatto) dIeT IcUTEeH TIHRT TETIAT T ART FIIE &

What led to the Noida workers’ protest?

What are the key demands of Noida workers? Why are workers dissatisfied with current wages?

How are minimum wages determined in Noida? How has the U.P. government responded? What

steps has the government taken to address workers’ concerns?

Anuj Kumar

The story so far:
he Noida workers’ protest, which
escalated into widespread violence on
April 13, has become a significant
crisis for the Uttar Pradesh
government. The unrest, primarily driven by
demands for higher wages and improved
working conditions, paralysed parts of the city’s
industrial zones and triggered a massive security
response. On April 14, domestic workers in
high-rise buildings such as Cleo County also
began protesting for higher pay. The
administration took a dual approach of
crackdowns and concessions. In a direct
response to the unrest, the Uttar Pradesh
government announced a 20-21% increase in
minimum wages, effective retroactively from
April 1. As Uttar Pradesh heads towards the
election, the situation has given the Opposition
an issue to corner the gl]VelTl.ITlEl'l[ on.

‘Why did workers take to the streets?

The most direct trigger was the Haryana
government’s decision to raise its minimum
monthly wage by 35%, from approximately
14,000 to ¥19,000. Workers in Noida, doing
similar work just across the border, questioned
why they were earning significantly less (around
%11,000-%13,000) for the same labour. The State
typically revises wages twice a year based on the

Many workers
reported
being forced
to work
extended
hours without
corresponding
pay increase
or weekly off

Flames billow as factory workers set a police motorcycle ablaze during a
protest demanding higher wages in Noida, Uttar Pradesh, on April 13. pTi

Variable Dearness Allowance (VDA), but workers
argued that these routine adjustments were
insufficient and left them with lower pay than in
Delhi and Haryana, which also have a BJP
government at present. A long-standing wage
gap became an urgent survival issue due to the
sudden rise in LPG cylinder prices and essential
food items, driven by the West Asian crisis.
Protesters also highlighted systemic violations
of the eight-hour workday norm, arguing that
12-hour shifts have become standard in many
Noida industrial units. Many workers reported
being forced to work extended hours without a
corresponding pay increase or any weekly off.
Another major grievance is the
informalisation of the workforce. Even in large
registered factories, many workers lack written
contracts or job security. They blamed
middlemen/contractors for pocketing portions
of their wages, with some being made to sign for
double shifts but paid only for single shifts.
Difficulties in accessing Employee Provident
Fund (EPF) and insurance benefits, along with
the absence of formal trade union
representation, also came to the fore.

How are the wages decided?

Minimum wages in Uttar Pradesh are
determined through a structured legal
framework combining a fixed base wage with
dynamic allowances. The process is governed by
the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, and the Uttar
Pradesh Minimum Wages Rules, 1952, though
the transition to the new Code on Wages is
influencing current decisions.

Under the Code on Wages 2019, the Centre
must set a national floor wage — a binding
minimum benchmark. No State can go below it,
though they set their own rates, often varying.

The core wage structure is calculated based
on norms established by the 15th Indian Labour
Conference (ILC), which ensures a worker can
support a family of three consumption units
(self, spouse, and two children).

What are workers’ demands?

The primary demands include a minimum wage
of ¥20,000 to 26,000 per month for unskilled
workers to match the rising cost of living, and

direct company hiring to prevent contractors
from wages.
‘Workers are also demanding strict
implementation of double pay for every hour
worked beyond the standard shift, immediate
clearance of pending bonuses from the previous
financial year, and retrospective payment of
wage arrears. They have called for a significant
increase in House Rent Allowance, citing the
skyrocketing rents in Noida sectors and villages.
They also insist that any work beyond eight
hours be voluntary and compensated as
overtime, along with guaranteed paid weekly
holidays. Additionally, they seek the
establishment of functional Internal Complaints
Committees to address workplace harassment
and verbal abuse by managers, as well as the
withdrawal of FIRs and unconditional release of
those arrested during the April 13 protests.

How is the government responding?

While the protests have pushed the Centre to
hasten the process of deciding the national floor
wage, the Uttar Pradesh government is
prioritising the resumption of production to
protect Noida’s image as a safe investment zone,
while using wage hikes to pacify the core
workforce. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
fast-tracked an interim wage increase of 20-21%
specifically for the Noida and Ghaziabad regions.
By making this retroactive, he aimed to put cash
directly into workers’ pockets to offset
war-driven inflation in fuel and food.

To address concerns about temporary fixes,
the State has announced plans to form a Wage
Board tasked with developing a long-term salary
structure that reflects regional cost-of-living
differences, potentially narrowing the gap with
Delhi and Haryana.

The Labour Department has begun audits of
industrial units to identify contractors who skim
wages or fail to deposit EPF/ESI contributions.
Sources say the government is pushing for direct
bank transfers to ensure workers receive their
full pay without middleman interference.

The district administration has established
sector-wise grievance committees where factory
owners, worker representatives, and labour
officials meet weekly to resolve local disputes.

Industry bodies have noted that while some
worker grievances are genuine, micro, small and
medium enterprises are also under pressure due
to global tensions, urging the government to
maintain balance while addressing labour
concerns.
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19A. What led to the Noida workers’ protest?
siresT sifAST & A F71 FROT FIT T2

What are the key demands of Noida workers?

SATTST HTHRT T TG AN FAT 52

Why are workers dissatisfied with current wages?

AT TIATT HAGH W I F41 82

How are minimum wages determined in Noida?

AITST H 7gAdH Ao e HUTR &1 e g2

How has the U.P. Does the government respond?

IR YT TR o Hay wiaferar &y &2

What steps has the government taken to address workers’ concerns?
HTHhT T I3 T G et & ToIT TBR o FT TheH 3STT 82

The Noida workers’ protest, which escalated into widespread violence on April 13, has
become a significant crisis for the Uttar Pradesh government.

AArest S A 1 faRIer, St 13 31 i AT AT 7 Seof 31T, 36T W8l TR & folv T 73K
H&e 97 AT

The unrest, primarily driven by demands for higher wages and improved working conditions,
paralysed parts of the city’s industrial zones and triggered a massive security response.

Ig 37Tl HEAT: 3Teeh FHargl IR dga¥ Hr ATt hr #Hio1 & IR o, o= 6T
Firehfares gt Y wanfaer foha 3R 8 qRET wfAfHAT ) ST R

On April 14, domestic workers in high-rise buildings such as Cleo County also began
protesting for higher pay.

14 3% 1, ToFera T3S SIH Sl SAREN # eef AfRenT & o 31feren daet & forw fater g« foma|
The administration took a dual approach of crackdowns and concessions.

T oF g1 3R Raral i gigdy NS 39|

In a direct response to the unrest, the Uttar Pradesh government announced a 20-21%
increase in minimum wages, effective retroactively from April 1.

37T o A STaT H, 3o Tl AR o wgoAdH FTGY & 20-21% o [er & 8o &Y, S 1
37T § AT gie |

As Uttar Pradesh heads towards the election, the situation has given the Opposition an issue
to corner the government on.

S-S 3T HeRT ToATa 1 3R 96 TaT 8, 39 Feufer o foat i SR R goel &tet &7 ear &
el

Why did workers take to the streets?

RS 5P W FAT 3AX?

The most direct trigger was the Haryana government’s decision to raise its minimum monthly
wage by 35%, from approximately 314,000 to ¥19,000.

Y TET HROT GRATVT THR T weAcTH HTHeh deteT 35% TGIet T 0T AT, ST oTaTe7aT
14,000 ¥ g 219,000 &1 37|

Workers in Noida, doing similar work just across the border, questioned why they were
earning significantly less (around %¥11,000-313,000) for the same labour.

SATTsT & ATADT o, ST WA & gl 3R FAET BRI $d &, Falel SSMT Toh Iog FHIA 1A & fow
A (STITHIT T11,000-313,000) FIT AT B

The State typically revises wages twice a year based on the Variable Dearness Allowance
(VDA), but workers argued that these routine adjustments were insufficient.
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ST AR I AL 1 a9 F & I VDA & TR W HMT T &, Afehet #THhT 1 gt
o7 & g gaTed A7 §1

They also said it left them with lower pay than in Delhi and Haryana, which also have a BJP
government at present.

3giel el foh 38 3o ool 3R gRATOT T JoIeAT 7 o defed THeAT &, STel 87 aoiaAT H BIP
TWHR g

A long-standing wage gap became an urgent survival issue due to the sudden rise in LPG
cylinder prices and essential food items, driven by the West Asian crisis.

LPG felst 3R 3Taearsh Wied a3t 1 R & 3rateieh e fe & FRUT e THT J Tell 3T
T@T AT 3R Teh IR ST THTAT =T 31T

Protesters also highlighted systemic violations of the eight-hour workday norm.
TEIARIRAT o 3T T & HRITEGTH & Al & AT Soolte Y 8 3R |

They argued that 12-hour shifts have become standard in many Noida industrial units.
3T IhgaTT AT o &3 ArweT 3iieafae sehsar 7 12 ¢ Hr Rive arHA=3 81 318 gl

Many workers reported being forced to work extended hours without a corresponding pay
increase or any weekly off.

F3 AP o TaTAT T 3¢ 91 31fARFT adT a1 Teafes 3raehRr & o TAT JF HH HA &
forw wereR frar Srar g

Another major grievance is the informalisation of the workforce.

Teh 3R v AR Affht & HRiTe I S toaRehaT §|

Even in large registered factories, many workers lack written contracts or job security.

5T i ok a8 ot et 3 o & siffrent & o AR Jregeer 2 afterdy < e w1d &
They blamed middlemen/contractors for pocketing portions of their wages.

3ogiel ToATeIA/SHeRT IR 3Tel Aetel T TREAT §SUeA T HRIT T

Some were made to sign for double shifts but paid only for single shifts.

FO U 39 RIFE o GEATRT IV ATV Afehed $[ITCATeT Shael Ueh fRI%FE o feha ara |

Difficulties in accessing Employee Provident Fund (EPF) and insurance benefits also came to
the fore.

EPF 3iR &IAT a9 1o et H Sioarsar off arde s |
The absence of formal trade union representation was also highlighted.

Frares ¢35 Fieraret giafafeicd et i 8ff 3R fehar arm|

How are the wages decided?

Fo T Y et 2

Minimum wages in Uttar Pradesh are determined through a structured legal framework
combining a fixed base wage with dynamic allowances.

3R T H ~IATH HAGY Ueh T Plofeil G & ATETH § T T STl g, Torasd U 3mam
dctet T arfarelier oy enfAer g &1

The process is governed by the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, and the Uttar Pradesh Minimum
Wages Rules, 1952.

TE ThaT 1948 & wFATH Folgd! HTUTNTH HR 1952 o IR G wga1dH Holgdl =i garT
IGRIECEIGIE]

The transition to the new Code on Wages is influencing current decisions.

1T 3T IS H TCold TN fAUTAT ot FoTfa e TeT &1

Under the Code on Wages 2019, the Centre must set a national floor wage.

2019 & ST IS & G g I TCIT ~FATH deAeT T FLA 31T &
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¢ No State can go below it, though they set their own rates.
HIs o TSTT ST A FAET ST TehT, Tellfoh I 7T &L TT A 8|

e The core wage structure is calculated based on norms established by the 15th Indian Labour
Conference (ILC).

el Aol T 158 AR #H FFAS (ILC) SaRT AR HreTept & MR R 1 1 STl B

e |t ensures a worker can support a family of three consumption units (self, spouse, and two
children).

Ig GATRead ar § o v siffies et 3usier sehrgat (Fad, Shaaardt 3 &Y a=a) are aRar
FT GHAT FT T |

What are workers’ demands?

AT i AR FAT §?

e The primary demands include a minimum wage of 20,000 to 26,000 per month for unskilled
workers.

TqET AT A 3Pl HAHT & AT 220,000 & ¥26,000 AHE AT ddfal AMAA T
e Workers also demand direct company hiring to prevent contractors from skimming wages.
A SheRT GaRT dded I AT H TATA & foIw T Hoadr o7elt T AT FI @ &
e They demand strict implementation of double pay for overtime hours.
3 3NaIeTsH Hel & foT sae O & ged caaw2ar HI AxT e B 8
¢ Immediate clearance of pending bonuses from the previous financial year is also demanded.
oo fareiar ay & oiferd Siere &l QR fTdiet off HiaTr I ¢
e They seek retrospective payment of wage arrears.
d ShTET Aol & GAeATdT $[ITclTeT hT HiIT T I8 2
e A significant increase in House Rent Allowance is also demanded.
8139 YT HeM3H H Hgcaqol gefer & off #ier 1 78
e They insist overtime beyond eight hours should be voluntary and compensated.
q I1Ed & o 31T 8¢ A 31T HIe Tafoseh gl 3R 36T $frdTet foham STe |
e Guaranteed paid weekly holidays are also demanded.
$ATCITeT Higcl ATCTigeh aehTel T aTRET 8 Al 1S &
o They seek Internal Complaints Committees for workplace harassment issues.
I FRTIS 3z & forv 3ale Reraa afafa framer w1 @
e They also demand withdrawal of FIRs and release of those arrested during protests.

3 FIR gy ot 3 AR et &t Rers &y off AT X @ 2

How is the government responding?

TR Fa yRAfFam @ e

e The protests have pushed the Centre to hasten the national floor wage process.
TEAT ¥ &g T AT =FATH dleT TTHAT AT e & forw IR T g

e The Uttar Pradesh government is prioritising resumption of production.
I Y& ALHR 3G SeTell hl JrATHnar S W 8l

e It aims to protect Noida’s image as a safe investment zone.

ST 36T AT T GITE AT 817 Y S Y FATC TG &

e Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced a 20-21% interim wage increase for Noida and
Ghaziabad.

FEIHAT AT HMETATY 7 FAesT AR MTSATaTE % AT 20-219% 3ARHA dae gefer v ehwon
I

Pagel 1
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The increase was made retroactive to put cash directly into workers’ pockets.

g Fa TR EEAT &9 & AR T 1S AR ATHT Y WY &1 ey 7|

e A Wage Board is planned for long-term salary structure development.
GIeIehIToleh Aol TEXTSAT o ToIT dof QIS Sellel T AToTell & |

e The Labour Department is auditing industrial units for wage and EPF violations.
55 faemeT aaaT IR EPF 3ecgar & fov i@ swsat & 3iifse s wr el

e The government is pushing for direct bank transfers to workers.

TSR HTHS! I A o gEdiaor = sgare Wrgl

e Sector-wise grievance committees have been established.

‘Mutual fund body spent
90% investor awareness
fund on digital media’

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The Association of Mutual
Funds of India (AMFI), the
industry lobby group for
asset management compa-
nies, spent 87.5% of the in-
vestor awareness and edu-
cation fund on media
campaigns via digital plat-
forms and an advertising
agency, AMFI filings with
the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA) show.

Analysing the five-year
expenditure data on in-
vestment awareness fund,
it was found most of the
money was spent on either
digital media campaigns or
fees for PR agencies.

As of fiscal 2024-25, AM-
Flspent about ¥362.5 crore
from the fund, the largest
corpus with the non-profit
organisation. As much as
87.5% of it or ¥317 crore,
appeared under the head
“Media campaigns (Goo-
gle, Facebook and
Dentsu).”

The share of this line
item has consistently been
either at 90% or alittle low-
er between 2020-21 and
2024-25, the five years for
which The Hindu carried
out the analysis. In only
two fiscal years, 2022-23
and 2023-24, this share slid
to 73% but was roughly
compensated by another
line item — “Other expens-
es (PMG, Value Research,
Skilled, etc.),” constituting
about 20% of the total ex-
pense. PMG, a popular
sports management firm,
reportedly tied up with the
MF body for its “Mutual
Fund Sahi Hai” campaign
(meaning Mutual Fund is
the right investment),
which featured cricketing

Bet on digital

AMFI spent most of if its expenses from investor education fund

on digital media campaigns

B Media Campaigns B Agencies fees B Staff Expenses

2020-21
2021-22
2022-23
2023-24

2024-25
0% 25%

Other expenses

500 5% 100%

legends Sachin Tendulkar
and Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni among others.

SEBI mandate

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI), the
capital markets watchdog,
mandated AMCs must set
aside at least 0.02% of As-
sets Under Management
(AUM) for financial literacy
initiatives. Half of that is
used by the AMCs for own
campaigns and the other
needs to be pooled togeth-
er with the association.
The balance in the fund as
of fiscal 2024-25 was more
than 1,114 crore, up 30%
from the previous year.

The AUM is the total un-
it holder money managed
by the AMCs. This effec-
tively means investors are
funding the awareness in-
itiatives. While campaigns
are popular, it raised ques-
tions on effectiveness.

The investor awareness
programme leans more to-
wards promotion than
education, said a person
with direct knowledge of
the matter.

“It is more important to
teach the investors about
the risk-reward relation-
ship in different asset class-
es,” the person said. Invest-

Source: MCA Filings

ment should be made
more on educational con-
tent and tying up with
school curriculum, the
person continued. Queries
sent to AMFI’s spokesper-
sons on campaign out-
come and balance fund al-
location across online and
offline activities did not eli-
cit response till press time.

The current norms on
investor awareness have a
blind spot regarding the
type of initiatives, said So-
nam Chandwani, manag-
ing partner, KS Legal & As-
sociates. “This creates a
risk of form-over-sub-
stance compliance, where
campaigns may satisfy reg-
ulatory checklists without
necessarily improving fi-
nancial literacy or investor
outcomes in any measura-
ble way,” she said.

She suggested there be
“periodic content audits,
outcome-based  assess-
ments and standardisation
of messaging principles to
ensure that investor educa-
tion” drives actually end
up making investors better.

SEBI Chairperson Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said the
board plans to bring all sta-
keholders, including AM-
FI, on board to address
these concerns.

YFed-ar Riswrad affaat 5am a1 &
e These include factory owners,

worker representatives, and labour
officials.

313 therdt Aforeh, st gfafafer 3 o1&
fSRY enfAe §1

e Industry bodies say both worker
grievances and MSME pressures must be
balanced.

31T fe¥enTal ol gt ¢ foh AfAT &
FHEAT3N 3R MSME &eTal & S Tcfelet
IR &l

19A. ‘Mutual fund body spent
90% investor awareness fund on
digital media’

FIIHA B3 w7 90% AderF
JATRHdT B2 Rfoecd ARIT W @«

R

e The Association of Mutual Funds
of India (AMFI), the industry lobby group
for asset management companies, spent
87.5% of the investor awareness and
education fund on media campaigns via
digital platforms and an advertising
agency, AMFI filings with the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA) show.

THITATRI 3Tt FYY3MT hsd 3HTh ST
(AMFI), 3t THE AASTHE FHafAdt &1 3gdeT
Sl THE 8, o TTdereh STarehar 3R R
S & 87.5% TBEaT Bfered coewiry 31T
T faamaeT vardt & Arege @ Aifsar
3R R @y T, ST i SRaRe
HATHAT o FITTT (MCA) H AMFI Hr
wIgTeeT & IdT ToidT 8

e Analysing the five-year
expenditure data on investment
awareness fund, it was found most of the
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money was spent on either digital media campaigns or fees for PR agencies.

T SATITESAT B8 & U TTol o W 3T o [ALToT 7 g7 317 foh 31fepier Yar ar o Rfees

Az rfFa=t ar PR vaf@at fr Fra w1 @< fovar =)

e As of fiscal 2024-25, AMFI spent about ¥362.5 crore from the fund, the largest corpus with the
non-profit organisation.

T a¥ 2024-25 A, AMFI o 3T g I STaT93T 2362.5 FIS W U, S 38 IR-cTTpi Tara
& ITH FY §8T Y g

e As much as 87.5% of it or 317 crore, appeared under the head “Media campaigns (Google,
Facebook and Dentsu).”

SHHT 87.5% ATAT 317 a1g “#HIf3ar 31fAATT (Google, Facebook 31X Dentsu)” 2 &
T gof fonam ara|

e The share of this line item has consistently been either at 90% or a little lower between 2020-
21 and 2024-25, the five years for which The Hindu carried out the analysis.

S ST TSTH T [GTAT 2020-21 T 2024-25 & S 9TdR 90% IT 3T/ AT A IET &, fored
gra auf T faewoT The Hindu & |

e In only two fiscal years, 2022-23 and 2023-24, this share slid to 73% but was roughly
compensated by another line item — “Other expenses (PMG, Value Research, Skilled, etc.),”
constituting about 20% of the total expense.

Fae ar faeir ast 2022-23 31X 2023-24 7 Jg feTAT 73% dF R, SAfchat 3T T 37 W
(PMG, Value Research, Skilled 31Tf)" #TT#eh gaX #e & HJTolcT TohaT 1T, ST el T hT SIS
20% 27|

e PMG, a popular sports management firm, reportedly tied up with the MF body for its “Mutual
Fund Sahi Hai” campaign (meaning Mutual Fund is the right investment), which featured
cricketing legends Sachin Tendulkar and Mahendra Singh Dhoni among others.

PMG, Teh AT TACH HASTHE B, of Hidd di¥ I MF AT & & “Mutual Fund Sahi
Hai” 31T8rTeT (TSrereht 37191 § #g 31T ths WeT foiaer §) o forw argiery 7, foras afae e
3R #ige e Ol S fhdhe fearer anfaer

SEBI mandate
SEBI &1 for&er

e Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), the capital markets watchdog, mandated
AMCs must set aside at least 0.02% of Assets Under Management (AUM) for financial
literacy initiatives.

AR giastfcr 3R fafeieg 1S (SEBI), ST Il aTeiR foramae §, =¥ 3iferard famar & f AMCs
%I 3791 Assets Under Management (AUM) &I & & &a 0.02% o ameRar 9geil o foe

3737 TWAT BT

e Half of that is used by the AMCs for own campaigns and the other needs to be pooled
together with the association.

ST 3T FRETT AMCs 319e) TRt 7 39aier i § 31 a1hr feear vafaves & O
TR 39ATT foram STt 1

e The balance in the fund as of fiscal 2024-25 was more than 1,114 crore, up 30% from the
previous year.

T 9 2024-25 A 3T H3 &1 AV 1,114 FA3 T 3110 o1, 3 WS av F 30% 310 B
e The AUM is the total unit holder money managed by the AMCs.

AUM &E el foraerh et & SR AMCs garT Safile forar Sirar g |
e This effectively means investors are funding the awareness initiatives.

gt 7Y & T T30 8 3o SATITRehdT Ugall ol faaaia e 3§ &1
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While campaigns are popular, it raised questions on effectiveness.
gretifen 3TTRATA AR &, et 3oTehT FaTaLiIaT W) TaTel 38 &

The investor awareness programme leans more towards promotion than education, said a
person with direct knowledge of the matter.

SH AT T SATABRY IWA dTel A TFd o Fgl foh a2 FTRrRadr FRis R8T § 318 =R
W hied gl

“It is more important to teach the investors about the risk-reward relationship in different asset
classes,” the person said.

“foraemet @1 fafdeet aftaaf qait ¥ SH@w-emsr Faer & ar 7 e #fos Agcaqel ¢, 39
IfFd o Tl

Investment should be made more on educational content and tying up with school curriculum,
the person continued.

3egiot 33T gl foh TAaer 3iftrerce AfaTer ATl 3R Tohel TTaTsha § Sise W gl 13|

Queries sent to AMFI’s spokespersons on campaign outcome and balance fund allocation
across online and offline activities did not elicit response till press time.

31TTe & o 31K TAesa-3iThas afafafEay & s fAaer 9T AMFI Saeam3il & 8o
T YRAT T U TAT Ieh P15 3 oTal Tl |

The current norms on investor awareness have a blind spot regarding the type of initiatives,
said Sonam Chandwani, managing partner, KS Legal & Associates.

KS Legal & Associates &I HATST aréeit WeTd dearetl o gl o [Faereh SerEena & Aletar
AT 7 Igall o YR i ol Ueh “sellSs T B
“This creates a risk of form-over-substance compliance, where campaigns may satisfy

regulatory checklists without necessarily improving financial literacy or investor outcomes in
any measurable way,” she said.

‘G TAT SNTYH YeT gIelT § o hearel 3T 31eTarelel 81 Fehell §, STel JHTHATT foraresh
dehforee df G AT old § fehet el Freredr a1 faer aRomet & areafas gur =6l gir,”
3ogiel el
She suggested there be “periodic content audits, outcome-based assessments and

standardisation of messaging principles to ensure that investor education” drives actually end
up making investors better.

3egiel geurd o o T areal 3iifse, aRome-3menia geaihe 3R Teer ATehienor
gt IR T rfeh fderer RIGT areca & fAaeren! T S5k a1 e

SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta Pandey said the board plans to bring all stakeholders,
including AMFI, on board to address these concerns.

SEBI 37¢%&T feel Fid IS 1 et foh §1S So1 fIaait &1 g7 et & forw AMFI afge @l
TRAYRERT T AT Y Y AT TT 6T &
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Once a piped dream,
NOW a necessi

war have upended

with both fuels, says Prasad.

For users, the advantages are practical and im-
mediate: uninterrupted supply, no hassle for
booking refills, and freedom from the logistical

hassles associated with cylinder deliveries. Con-
cerns ranging from noise and floor damage to the
discomfort of k‘lum, delivery personnel into
homes, especially for senior citizens, are also
eliminated. The |h& nce of cylinders in kitchens.
adds a layer of safety too.

Urban bias and infrastructure gaps
But the shift is not uniform. PNG adoption shows
an urban bias, and even in cities for those resid-

ings where network extension is more viable. Ho-
wever, scaling up still hinges on big investment in
core infrastructure and availability of more tra-
desmen like plumbers. And sources in the oil in-
dusry say tht operators ften sek rm custom-
before expanding
i Malaysian Township, resdents crea BGL for
having laid the backbone network in advance
and extending pipelines up to individual
apartments.

Meanwhile, CNG, the transport counterpart of ~

PNG, continues to see steady uptake. Autorick-
shaw driver P. Ajappa says that while queues at
outlets have become longer in recent weeks, sup-

stries alike (o turn (o pi ed m_ilurdl gas (PNG) across Telangana. Gas distri ] nie s ing in apartment complexes. Extending the net- | ply has remained consisent.
network expansion, though adoption remains largely urban and cluster-driven. While PNG offers uninterrupted | work to semi-urban and rural areas, or even to expands, CGE

supply and more convenience, challen;

s such as infrastructure costs and last-mile connectivity per

even as

the State

psitions it as a more reliable, cleaner alternative to conventional cooking fuel. writes N. Ravi Kumar

colonies with independent houses within cities,
remains a challenge. Higher capital expenditure
for operators and logistical difficulties of laying
pipelines in densely populated areas with narrow
roads continue to slow expansion.

are pressing ahead with aggressive rollout phns
betting on recent government relaxations to
speed up work. Syed Mudabbir, senior manager
(CGD) at Indian Ol Corporation for its Jagtial-Ped-
dapalli-Karimnagar-Rajanna Sircilla GA, says,

etween back-to-back client calls and ral Gas have one each. Unlike conventional mar- Building on the Centre's nudge to all States, | “We have established nine CNG stations across
site visits, Nikhil (name changed) finds ” kets, these entities operate within defined terri- | the Telangana government issued a Government | the four districts. Since trunk connectivity is
B himself adding a rather unusual task tories, leaving little room for direct competition. | Order last month to ease the rollout of CGD in- | available at Ramagundam, PNG connections
10 his to-do list: tracking down plum- | (o oo All the companies have been set targets in | frastructure. The move simplifies approvals for | have been extended to three localities. Of the
bers. Odd as it may sound, but for officials at Bha- * | terms of pipeline infrastructure (inch-km), dom- | laying pipeline, permits round-the-clock work | nearly 800 connections, 265 are live,” he says.
gyanagar Gas Ltd (BGL), it has become routine. | O COOKINg | ogic pNG and nawral | and certain charges. This was followed by
As Hyderabad witnesses a sharp rise in demand | and hence, | g (CNG) stations for iles. Their con- | a ination meeting with the departments | Growth potential and challenges
for piped natural gas (PNG) connections, plum- | didnotface | sumer base also includes commercial establish- | concerned and CGD operators to fast-track exe- | Growth in domestic PNG remains moderate for
bers and allied tradesmen have suddenly be- | any issue ments such as restaurants and canteens, as well | cution on the ground. now, largely due to the limited presence of high-
come critical to keeping up with installations. (duringthe | as industrial units. At the heart of their opera- | Industry sources say the long pending works | rise apartments. That, however, is expected to go

For years, PNG remained in the background, | | pGqupply | tions is the 48-inch, bi-directional East-West Pi- | are now likely to pick up pace. A stronger pushto | upafter works to lay a 6570 km pipeline from Ra-
overshadowed by the well-established and relia- | ;i \p | peline stretching from Kakinada in Andhra Pra- CGD infrastruc- | magundam to Karimnagar, is completed by the
ble liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) network. But " WM | Gesh to Bharuch in Gujarat. Operated by Pipeline ture, they note, | first quarter of 2027. Once operational, the
that recently changed when the conflict in West | PTICCSTOSC. | 1o aqiructure Ltd, the network spans 1,485 km, QQ will  accelerate | stretch s expected to unlock huge growth in both
Asia disrupted key maritime routes, tightening | We slowed including spur and dedicated lines. PNG  expansion, ic and commercial segments.

India’s LPG imports. Almost overnight, attention | down In terms of visibility, it is the growing number reduce depend I ly extend to

shifted to PNG. As shortages deepened, especial- | supply of of household connections that stands out. For | Inthefew 5 oy i further to Rajanna Sircilla and
ly for commercial users, a system once consi- | jrems that KNeena, a dentist residing in Malaysian Town- | SWitching toPNG.there  fuels and minimise | Jagtial over the next two years.

dered niche began dmwmg interest from house- | gakejonger | Ship, the transition has been seamless. Inthe few | havebeen noconcems  supply  disrup- | Within the industry, a section of CGD players
holds, hotels and indust tocook Bur | months since switching to PNG, she says there | around usage, accessor  tions. The broader | believe that PNG adoption could be further sped

“We came across sories of people waiting up have been no concerns around usage, access of | ayailability. gains include low- | up if supported by incentives on the lines of LPG
t0 25 days to book an LPG refill, and some even | Oherwiseit | aoypabiey 5 v er carbon emis- | schemes such as the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
turning to the black market,” says Raintree Park | has been While there is a difference between LPG and | hegensssispssnTownstip, 100 and a more | Yojana.

Welfare Association president R. Sai Chowdary, | smooth.The | PNG in terms of their calorific value, it is margi- | Kukarpalty ) inable energy that the push to
adding, “But for the 500 apartments in our resi- | flame is nal, explains Mullapudi, who has years of expe- mix for the State. | PNG is unprecedented, Telangana LPG Distribu-
dential community with PNG connections, there | consistent | rience in the oil industry. Pricing, too, remains |  BGLsources say several large generic drugma- | tors Association president Jagan Mohan Reddy
were no such Iussles Daily routines continued | 3nd e broadly comparable. Unlike LPG, PNG is me- | nufacturers in Hyderabad have begun using PNG | says piped gas is the need of the hour but the tar-

don'thave tered, billed bi-monthly and operates on a post- | alongside LPG. Industrial users such as a major | gets set by CGD companies are too ambitious. “I
Mulapud and former pmldenl KRK. Prasad. paid system. BGL officials say options such as | glass manufacturer and the Ramagundam Fertil- | wish they could get it,” he says, expecting the im-

At least 100 more residents in the 1,776-apart- | 'O WOTTY pre-paid connections and smart meters are also | iser and Chemicals plant are also on the network. | pact of PNG in the near term to be largely local or
ment Malaysian Township in Kukatpally, have | about being explored to streamline usage and billing. A | For many micro and small enterprises, however, | limited to some areas of the GAs as LPG still holds
signed up for PNG connections, Chowdary | replenishing | standard domestic LPG cylinder of 14.2 kg cur- | switching remains a challenge due to high invest- | a strong advantage in terms of portabil spe-
shares. While BGL had laid the pipeline network | LPGcylinder | rently costs Hyderabad, often with addi- | ment costs, e g volume-based discounts on | cially for tenants and households that relocate
across the complex, the remaining work involves | stock. tional informal charges demanded by the deliv- ity that cylinders offer for | frequently.
extending the line to individual kitchens and ac- | oec ery staff. PNG, on the other hand, is priced at 251 - Property owners, who let out on rent, may al-
tivating connections after residents pay a refun- | asgerof o sandhare cuble metre o ooe vl with ok | | I the ness erm, Ganinerelal siablibmieits | # hesate 1o, og% fo¢. permanent pipetine
dable security deposit of 7,000 each. Bengiluru try sources suggesting that roughly 750 grams of | located close to existing pipelines are well posi- | connections.

This local trend reflects a wider shift across Te- | Bhavan, LPG is equivalent to one unit of PNG. tioned to transition. Naresh, the manager at Ben- Policy changes are also throwing up imple-
langana. From Kukatpally to Karimnagar, de- | S The transition does require minor adjust- | galuru Bhavan in Gachibowli, says operations re- | mentation challenges. In the wake of the war, the
mand for PNG has risen across the geographical ments. Existing LPG stoves need a slight modifi- | mained largely unaffected during the LPG | government has mandated that households shift-
areas allotted to City Gas Distribution (CGD) com- cation to the nozzle to allow for better gas flow, | crunch. “We use PNG for cooking and hence, did | ing to PNG surrender their LPG connections.
panies by the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regula- although some newer models are compatible While residents in Malaysian Township say they

tory Board. Sensing a big nwonunny to reduce

s0
dxm ng States to
ease permissions for pipeline-laying infrastruc-
ture and linking higher commercial LPG alloca-
tion to PNG usage.

Defined territories, ambitious targets

Across Telangana, the CGD landscape is divided
into nine geographical areas, each allotted to a
specific operator. BGL, authorised in October
2009 for Hyderabad, is among the forerunners in
the country. Megha Engineering Group has se-
cured five geographical areas while Indian Ol
Corporation, Torrent Gas and Maharashtra Natu-

have not received any h communication from

The flame is consistent and we don’t have to wor-
ry about replenishing LPG cylinder stocks,” he
points out.

Similar efficiencies cited by star hotels.
Apart from kitchens, PNG is also used for laundry
and boilers, with operators pointing to better
cost control compared to commercial LPG,
where some fuel often goes unutilised. That said,
kitchens typically require compatible burners
when switching to PNG.

With these advantages, CGD companies are
stepping up outreach to both commercial users
and households, particularly in high-rise build-

19A. Once a piped dream, now a necessity
F3fl T qI5TE GYAT, 39 Teh TTIHT

eddy says identifying and mapping
Such hocsetiolds Wil nox be an easy task. Compli-
cations could arise in independent houses with
multiple kitchens or tenants.

For some residents, delays on the ground are a
more immediate concern. S. Prakash Rao, who
lives in MES Colony in Venkatapuram, Alwal, says
it has been four years since pipelines were ex-
tended up to individual kitchens in the area, but
without developing the underground network.
Nearby areas, such as the locality behind Russh
Hospital in Suchitra, already have access to PNG,
leaving residents of Venkatapuram still waiting
for the service to go live.

e Disruptions triggered by the West Asia war have upended LPG supply chains, pushing
households, hotels and industries alike to turn to piped natural gas (PNG) across
Telangana. Gas distribution companies are speeding up network expansion, though
adoption remains largely urban and cluster-driven. While PNG oe ers uninterrupted
supply and more convenience, challenges such as infrastructure costs and last-mile
connectivity persist, even as the State positions it as a more reliable, cleaner
alternative to conventional cooking fuel, writes N. Ravi Kumar

qiREH TRIAT It  Scee cgatilaii = LPG Hqfet spaensit hr yemmiae s fer &, foradr
AT & &R, gleal 3R 3 I 9158 Agel 3 (PNG) 1 3R dee o [T #TsR gl =7
€1 3 TaeRoT Sl Aeash faEaR I dof X T 8, leliteh g8ehT 37aer 37t off Jead: el
3R FereeT-3MR ¥l Stefeh PNG fatar amqfef 31 31 giaer yere i &, b ot giaamdr
&Y Y ST 3R - +er hefere ey Sy gelferat st g5 &, sfafeh Toer 3 aRaRen Seret By
eIaT 3 31T faRaEeie 3R Taes [aehod & &9 # T d Y 6T 8, forad & vet. I FaR|

e Between back-to-back client calls and site visits, Nikhil (name changed) « nds himself
adding a rather unusual task to his to-do list: tracking down plumbers.

oA Fellse lew 3R Arse fafaes & o, faf@rer (@ aear am) 39« g3 fore A v
3TN A SNS §U Ga T AT §: CofaRl Y celrer T |
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Odd as it may sound, but for officials at Bhagyanagar Gas Ltd (BGL), it has become routine.

TG Gelel H NS o3 Fehell &, olfehet AR 3w fAfdes (BGL) & siftreniRal o fow g v
ITAT 1 ST AT

As Hyderabad witnesses a sharp rise in demand for piped natural gas (PNG) connections,

plumbers and allied tradesmen have suddenly become critical to keeping up with installations.

S-S YeITEIG H UTSTS A A (PNG) Folerelal &l HiaT ot ¥ a6 T 8, Tefad 3N Fafee
TN TR SECTORIST &I FATT T & Forw e Ageaqot g a7 &

For years, PNG remained in the background, overshadowed by the well-established and
reliable liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) network.

el ek PNG Jsa31fa # T, o8 Aetee 3R faeaseiar vardisht (LPG) seas & iia o3 fear
o]

But that recently changed when the cone ict in West Asia disrupted key maritime routes,
tightening India’s LPG imports.

ekt Ig §Tel & # Feel 14T 51 YTRuH TN H Foy o Y@ FHCT Al ohl arerd fohar, foras
R & LPG 3T g1 gul

Almost overnight, attention shifted to PNG.

FIHIT TAT-T €ATeT PNG T 30X Tl 77|

As shortages deepened, especially for commercial users, a system once considered niche
began drawing interest from households, hotels and industries alike.

SIH-ST8 AT F&T, fAATeR SaaTieh IUARTRANSI & folT, Teh TAT H WA ATAT ST arelr
foeea 319 o1, giedt 3R 3eaent & T 1 g o< 13|

“We came across stories of people waiting up to 25 days to book an LPG ree I, and some
even turning to the black market,” says Raintree Park Welfare Association president R. Sai

Chowdary, adding, “But for the 500 apartments in our residential community with PNG
connections, there were no such hassles.”

“GHe TH ATHC ¢ ST! oliel LPG Rithel o fow 25 &t oo oIk 9 3¢ & 3R o @91 hlell
ISR deh ST T V,” Fgd & R. 91 gterd, 30E) arsh aerthay Taifauer & 3reey, 3R asa
“AfeheT AR 500 379TCHE [T PNG FAdRIA &, I8l O s JaEAT 8T oA

Daily routines continued uninterrupted, say vice-president Satyanarayana Mullapudi and
former president K.R.K. Prasad.

efeieh e foaT forely Sehrae & STRY T8, U6 hed & SUTedeT HedeRIaor Feargsl 3R d
LT K.R.K. TG |

At least 100 more residents in the 1,776-apartment Malaysian Township in Kukatpally, have
signed up for PNG connections, Chowdary shares.

FHeheTeoll & 1,776 3TYTIEHE aTel AATAIT SEATAT H A & A 100 3R Farf@ar 3 PNG
FAFAA & TAIT 3T forar &, Tlerdy arsm S 81

While BGL had laid the pipeline network across the complex, the remaining work involves
extending the line to individual kitchens and activating connections after residents pay a
refundable security deposit of ¥7,000 each.

Stafeh BGL o QR IRER 7 UIsTelse Acds ST [Gar o, arehl 1H H 95 &l g fFaqrd THs
R o ST AR Ycdieh fo¥amelt g@RT 27,000 T aTaelt o FRET STAT RN ol & dffe; dhotereled
HiehT ST AR B

This local trend ree ects a wider shift across Telangana.

Ig AT YIRT AelaTa 3 AT dgelra &l Gifeh ¥

From Kukatpally to Karimnagar, demand for PNG has risen across the geographical areas
allotted to City Gas Distribution (CGD) companies by the Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page16



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

FeheToel H Ao FIHAIN cleh, UEIeH AR repfcreh 3 foamereh s1$ garT CGD #ufargt i
faw a1 &t 3 PNG &Y AT 9

e Sensing a big opportunity to reduce reliance on imported LPG, the Centre has also stepped
in, directing States to ease permissions for pipeline-laying infrastructure and linking higher
commercial LPG allocation to PNG usage.

mﬁawew%@iwwmasagwﬁa@ﬁg%awmﬁmﬁqma
AT T ATSTATS THBTe T I I oA AR 31 ara@nhyes LPG 3ides T PNG
3T & Ssa) 1 fAcer T gl

Defined territories, ambitious targets

g &7, Agcarrieh aag

e Across Telangana, the CGD landscape is divided into nine geographical areas, each allotted
to a specific operator.

RT3 CGD &1 &l 5t sitenfors a3t #F fasnfora forar s g, 93 v faiw 3itex &t figam
TR

e BGL, authorised in October 2009 for Hyderabad, is among the forerunners in the country.
geIaTe & foIT 3rergat 2009 # 31fAhd BGL &2 & 310l Heraal # & T |

e Megha Engineering Group has secured ¢ ve geographical areas while Indian Oil Corporation,
Torrent Gas and Maharashtra Natural Gas have one each.

Far goitfarafar 9 o afa &1 1ffer v §, Siafen i3t sitaer iafter, e 3 3R AgrTse
e 3 & UTH Ueh-Ueh &1 ¢

e Unlike conventional markets, these entities operate within dee ned territories, leaving little
room for direct competition.

IRUR SeIRT & fadia, T Sufaar aRenid et & FeT it §, ad gcget gfawast fr
SIS FH BT &1

¢ All the companies have been set targets in terms of pipeline infrastructure (inch-km),
domestic PNG connections and compressed natural gas (CNG) stations for automaobiles.

Tl hufardl Y argegs giAAET e (E9-fhal), B PNG hatereret 3R drgeit & T CNG
FEUT & &g few w )

e Their consumer base also includes commercial establishments such as restaurants and
canteens, as well as industrial units.

31T ITHIFAT ITUR IEAT, heled S8 TGN IS Fiasorer 3R e st o i eanfder
FXATR

e At the heart of their operations is the 48-inch, bi-directional East-West Pipeline stretching from
Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh to Bharuch in Gujarat.

3oTch HATeled & ohe; H 4859 T Gfa-feencash S¥c-aTe UIsTes 8, ST 31T UG 2T & ShrehleltsT &
TSI & 3% Tk thell &

e Operated by Pipeline Infrastructure Ltd, the network spans 1,485 km, including spur and
dedicated lines.

Pipeline Infrastructure Ltd E@RT TdTfeld I8 sicash 1,485 foralt ek therm &, foraa emar 3iR
AN aget anfdrer &1

e In terms of visibility, it is the growing number of household connections that stands out.
T & TGH 3, T Frerelelt T gl T 7w §9 § ferwms &

e For K.Veena, a dentist residing in Malaysian Township, the transition has been seamless.
AR 3R 7 g1 arell & Rifercde K. 1T & foT ag yRadsT ag<t W@l

¢ In the few months since switching to PNG, she says there have been no concerns around
usage, access or availability.
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PNG 319eTTe] & F& Helell A &1 Segled shal foh 3TN, q@mmﬁwmaﬂwaﬁ
Bl

While there is a die erence between LPG and PNG in terms of their calorific value, it is
marginal, explains Mullapudi, who has years of experience in the oil industry.

glelifeh LPG 3R PNG & ell{l #lel & 37X 8, AfeheT Ig ALl 8, VAT Aol 36T & 37787
HeAS T 5|

Pricing, too, remains broadly comparable.

AT Y TIHIT TAT BT B

Unlike LPG, PNG is metered, billed bi-monthly and operates on a postpaid system.

LPG & faudid PNG Hiex 3MeTRd &, gfaantae fafeler gidr & 31k I8 9ieeds yorelr I Ieldr &

BGL o cials say options such as pre-paid connections and smart meters are also being
explored to streamline usage and billing.

BGL 3T & FgaTT & fh s atareret 31X T Hiey 39 Rsreat 9v o faar fovar ST 3gr

gl

A standard domestic LPG cylinder of 14.2 kg currently costs 3965 in Hyderabad, often with
additional informal charges demanded by the delivery staff.

geraTe # 14.2 ol &1 8] LPG TS acire # 3965 o1 g, Toras 31eFe fSefiadl Terh gant
AR feftaenen ek off foram ST &1

PNG, on the other hand, is priced at ¥51 per standard cubic metre or one unit, with industry
sources suggesting that roughly 750 grams of LPG is equivalent to one unit of PNG.

g8 fadlid PNG &1 hidAd 351 gfal ¥58 Fgfaie ey a1 veh gfare &, 31 3¢z i &

37THR 213797 750 ITH LPG Toh FfAc PNG o s &
The transition does require minor adjustments.

30 ARG # FT BIC TATIIST I TTLISHAT 81 ¢ |

Existing LPG stoves need a slight modie -cation to the nozzle to allow for better gas flow,
although some newer models are compatible with both fuels, says Prasad.

IRl LPG TeId # 3 YaTg 98X el & ToIT sftoTer 7 gohl AR a1 ST §, §lellieh HS
AT Aol QAT S8 & T 3uger €, ¥ g Fge ¢

For users, the advantages are practical and immediate: uninterrupted supply, no hassle for
booking ree lls, and freedom from the logistical hassles associated with cylinder deliveries.

SUGNTRATIT & fIT e, saragiies iR qid §: R 3myfd, Rither gichar 1 aemei =g, 31k
TRrelst fEeltedy &t ciiforiecs: Taeansi @ #iead|

Concerns ranging from noise and « oor damage to the discomfort of letting delivery personnel
into homes, especially for senior citizens, are also eliminated.

2R, e &7fer 3R faRtwent gl & forw e & Bl it &t gorar &y srgiaer sid gaeant
8t FrATee 81 ST 8

The absence of cylinders in kitchens adds a layer of safety too.

TS 3 fRrelstt & reufeafa geaT &1 v sfaRed TR s 3

Urban bias and infrastructure gaps

gt g 3R gfeandY o o

But the shift is not uniform.
JifersT I8 Seaa A g B

PNG adoption shows an urban bias, and even in cities for those residing in apartment
complexes.

PNG 3191t 26l g7ehral el &, 3 et # ot 7g Heaa: 3rarédie aReRt de dfAa g
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Extending the network to semi-urban and rural areas, or even to colonies with independent
houses within cities, remains a challenge.

37-2rgdr 3R ITHOT &13Y O Sede JereT, mamﬁﬁ@aﬁ?ﬂﬁa’r@rmﬁﬁaﬁq‘g’mﬂaﬁ
8 weh gl Bl

Higher capital expenditure for operators and logistical die culties of laying pipelines in densely
populated areas with narrow roads continue to slow expansion.

o & TIT 3= it efreret 31X arelt 3TaTeY aret 8131 & Hehdl Hehl o RO UISTeATS Sote
Fr Ao e HicASar [AEAR €T F Er 1

Building on the Centre’s nudge to all States, the Telangana government issued a Government
Order last month to ease the rollout of CGD infrastructure.

ehe; 2aRT Fef TSt T FeT 1T FAdell & TR R AT TR o oo Al CGD FAamey
ST Y 31T STl & folT Ueh TR 37T STRY foha|

The move simplifies approvals for laying pipeline, permits round-the-clock work and waives
certain charges.

g e H IS T T HOL &l T &1 &, Il 6 H1H T IFAd T 8 3R o
e T HIE FAT ¢

This was followed by a coordination meeting with the departments concerned and CGD
operators to fast-track execution on the ground.

$Hh ST FEO FAHT 3R CGD SRR o 1Y FA-GT o gg d1feh Frileaded I ot fohar
ST HH|

Industry sources say the long pending works are now likely to pick up pace.

3T FIdT T et ¢ foh dle TAT F dfd A A il Gehgel |

A stronger push to CGD infrastructure, they note, will accelerate PNG expansion, reduce
dependency on conventional fuels and minimise supply disruptions.

d e & foh CGD FIamél e TSI PNG faEdR ol Aot #9T, TRURe St 0 AR e
L 3R 3Mqfet sgant st aereem

The broader gains include lower carbon emissions and a more sustainable energy mix for the
State.

SHE ST ol 7 & Flelel 3cHarel AR T & forw 3rferes feeprs o fAsor anfae g

BGL sources say several large generic drug manufacturers in Hyderabad have begun using
PNG alongside LPG.

BGL @il & 38R gereie; H F3 F9Y ear fAdTar Hufaai & LPG & arr PNG T 393197 &
Far gl

Industrial users such as a major glass manufacturer and the Ramagundam Fertiliser and
Chemicals plant are also on the network.

Teh oW il fA AT 3R AAE[SH 38k U T §IT S 3ieaireh 3uziorhd ofr &
eas A3 B
For many micro and small enterprises, however, switching remains a challenge due to high

investment costs, existing volume-based discounts on LPG and the « flexibility that cylinders
offer for works such as welding.

gleliieh g Fad 3R BIE 3eFAT & TIT TR YaAtcqo! & Fifeh 3o f@der o, LPG @
Fteter AT 3R g 3N Afeser S it & forw fAelstd it oreienmyst Alere &1

In the near term, commercial establishments located close to existing pipelines are well
positioned to transition.

ferehe sfasT &, Hiser uguersHl & Ie fFud saraans gfdsars gRads & fav sgor et
qE

Naresh, the manager at Bengaluru Bhavan in Gachibowli, says operations remained largely
unacted during the LPG crunch.
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ATl & SIS $7dT & Tetleh AR FHEd § foh LPG Hehe & aRTeT Halelel TR STeT 316 &Ael
EE

“‘We use PNG for cooking and hence, did not face any issue. When prices rose, we slowed
down the supply of items such as set dosa that take longer to cook. But otherwise it has been
smooth. The [0 game is consistent and we don’t have to worry about replenishing LPG
cylinder stocks,” he points out.

“GH WHAT qehTet & AT PNG T 37T I &, SHIT P FAEAT AGT 51 S PNaet S,
§He AT ST SIY e THY e alel IMSTH T TYfet et T | Afehet STehr T e T it
R el € 31 53 LPG Rieisy Tt Y Riar 78T aeir 9sh,” 3 gard &1

Similar e« ciencies are cited by star hotels.

ST o T G&TaT TR BIcall aanT 8 TS ST B

Apart from kitchens, PNG is also used for laundry and boilers, with operators pointing to
better cost control compared to commercial LPG, where some fuel often goes unutilised.

TS & 37T PNG T 39T dlleal 3R Siger 7 &Y g1aT §, STel 3TWRex earaanfas LPG $r
TolelT 3 SFeR AT LA T §, Fifoh 3T F SUT HFaT a1 g1 AT B |
That said, kitchens typically require compatible burners when switching to PNG.

greiifeh, PNG R R shich TR TS 3 3MHAR IR I S T 3TaRTehelT gich &

With these advantages, CGD companies are stepping up outreach to both commercial users
and households, particularly in high-rise buildings where network extension is more viable.

5T rre & | CGD Shufert samawfie suziiersraiat 3k et et o vge aer W 8,
AT S SARGT & ST8T siede [AEdR 3786 Toa &1

However, scaling up still hinges on big investment in core infrastructure and availability of
more tradesmen like plumbers.

greiiieh faeam 378l off 93 AATEY S & fAder 3R 3T CelaR S dehal RIT=T Y ITEAT T
AR Far e

And sources in the oil industry say that operators often seek « rm customer commitments
before expanding aggressively.

3R el 3T & Hicil o 3R TR 3MMehTHe faEdR & Ugel HFER ATgehl & 31 Ffdaeerar
AN &

In Malaysian Township, residents credit BGL for having laid the backbone network in advance
and extending pipelines up to individual apartments.

HATRITT T3ATRIT 7 fAITHT BGL T Igel & Sehalled sicadh [9oTel AR IIgTelged i saTFaaTd
UTEHE T ollet T AT S &

Meanwhile, CNG, the transport counterpart of PNG, continues to see steady uptake.

=g 91T PNG &l 9RagsT GEHI0T CNG SeTaR f&R &9 § 96 @I 2l

Autorickshaw driver P. Ajappa says that while queues at outlets have become longer in
recent weeks, supply has remained consistent.

3iTeY RerRIT aTerh di. 31eTodT el & foh §TeT & gl 3 M3Tele T PN ofell §% &, Afehet 3mfel
R gl

Even as groundwork expands, CGD companies are pressing ahead with aggressive rollout
plans, betting on recent government relaxations to speed up work.

SRY-SI ITURIA F1 9 6T &, CGD HUfat oot IR Aran3it & a1 34mt a5 W &, g1 &
TSR Eel TR A T U

Syed Mudabbir, senior manager (CGD) at Indian Oil Corporation for its Jagtial-Peddapalli-
Karimnagar-Rajanna Sircilla GA, says, “We have established nine CNG stations across the
four districts. Since trunk connectivity is available at Ramagundam, PNG connections have
been extended to three localities. Of the nearly 800 connections, 265 are live,” he says.

T3 sitaer FiaRes & aftss gate (CGD) Aag AEfeaR e §, ‘5= I forelt ¥ ot CNG

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

T T T | THA[SH H b ot fareidl 3Ucist] el & HRUT PNG FHelehlel cfiet 8151 ofeh
FGIT 31T g | ST 800 FeldFaT H H 265 ATHT & 1”

Growth potential and challenges

e averan s galfoat

Growth in domestic PNG remains moderate for now, largely due to the limited presence of
high-rise apartments.

B PNG T gefer 3rsft fhelgTer #ea# €, FEdc: e ARG 1 WA 3uieufd & wRoT|

That, however, is expected to go up after works to lay a 65-70 km pipeline from Ramagundam
to Karimnagar, is completed by the « rst quarter of 2027.

glelifeh, TATISH A HHAIR cleh 65—70 ol UTSTATS I FHIH 2027 T Tgell TAATRN cIeh I
B & 91 389 g5 T 3FAIE &

Once operational, the stretch is expected to unlock huge growth in both domestic and
commercial segments.

S8 UTe[ 8o TR TR 3N TG deh et 8131 H 913 YA TR Jefer 3l 3401e &
The network will subsequently extend to Peddapalli, and from Karimnagar further to Rajanna
Sircilla and Jagtial over the next two years.

&% d1¢ Acdh UgsMToel do 3R R SR & TsteaAT RIS 317 STerfaarer ae 3rerer &
gt H SraT SATeaT|
Within the industry, a section of CGD players believe that PNG adoption could be further sped

up if supported by incentives on the lines of LPG schemes such as the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana.

3T/ & CGD HYTAZT T AT § foh A PNG T LPG TSI S Ferara=t Sssael
FISAAT ST WicaTgsT Aol &7 GHI o af ST 3791 3R 39T 8 Thar &

Acknowledging that the government’s push to PNG is unprecedented, Telangana LPG
Distributors Association president Jagan Mohan Reddy says piped gas is the need of the
hour but the targets set by CGD companies are too ambitious.

AR GGRT PNG 1 foram 12 FA 313779 &, T€ FIPR Il §T deldTell LPG faiciwep &1 &
3TEYET ST AlgeT IS8T hgd g [ U153 I AT I STV g alfehed CGD ai:crﬁ'q"rassr&-zrag?r
Fgcarenian 1

“I wish they could get it,” he says, expecting the impact of PNG in the near term to be largely

local or limited to some areas of the GAs as LPG still holds a strong advantage in terms of
portability, especially for tenants and households that relocate frequently.

“H ATEAT € 7 I 38 @1 HY,” I Fgd €, 3R 370G I ¢ o feiehe a7fasar & PNG 1 yemra
HEIT: TAET AT HS &1 cieh WA Qa1 e LPG 31efr oy iEfIfordy 7 arored amsr e g,
TIRIYeRY TRTRIGRT 3R IR-SR TUTA St dlel BRI & folT |

Property owners, who let out on rent, may also hesitate to opt for permanent pipeline
connections.

T W oY aTel Huley Ao 3 TARMT IrsTarsT el o & fRafear gwd £
Policy changes are also throwing up implementation challenges.

M aRacier o srfieagsr gaiforar Yer a @ €1

In the wake of the war, the government has mandated that households shifting to PNG
surrender their LPG connections.

gaﬁrasmwﬁaﬁaﬁﬁm%% PNG 3796Te aTel B 3791 LPG &alareled SIS ¢

While residents in Malaysian Township say they have not received any such communication
from distributors, Reddy says identifying and mapping such households will not be an easy
task.
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gTeliTeh HATRITST T3 o TG shgdl & o o6 Tacaent & VAT 1S TR 18T T8 &, (8 &t
gl & Toh U BRT T Igatel 3R AT 3marer w7 grefi |
Complications could arise in independent houses with multiple kitchens or tenants.
&3 Is A1 fRIERT atel Tad &_1 # AfCAdIV 3cdeT & Hhcll ¢ |
For some residents, delays on the ground are a more immediate concern.
Fo et & fore Siier oY &3 3iferes drceptiore RIAT R

S. Prakash Rao, who lives in MES Colony in Venkatapuram, Alwal, says it has been four
years since pipelines were extended up to individual kitchens in the area, but without
developing the underground network.

TH. YT T, ST dheYTHA, 3TerdTel T MES Ficilall & g §, Hed ¢ 1oh &1 & T TS
T qIgTelsel Jg IR Aol &1 91T &, wifehet AT Aeach fasfaic =1l g3m &

Nearby areas, such as the locality behind Russh Hospital in Suchitra, already have access to
PNG, leaving residents of Venkatapuram still waiting for the service to go live.

AT 3 & S GIwET & Q7 gIecel & NS dTel Soileh H PNG Ugel & 3Uelet ¢, oy dehe A
o foarely 3187 Tt AaT Y& B T SR FX I &

Annatto seed growers
_pitch for govt. support

Cultivated on nearly 10,000 acres across Andhra Pradesh, Annatto seeds are the world's second most important

natural colourant after caramel. Thanks to impressive laboratory tests confirming seed quality and organic

farming practices, they are in high demand across the European Union and West Asia. However, the absence of

el

rnment-backed o

forci

ic certification, a proper procurement mechanism, and adequate storage facilities is
farmers to sell their produce at throwaway prices to middlemen, writes T. lanai

q

ooking at the red hue on his hands, Pal-

lala Suryanarayana Reddi, 38, recalls a

game he once played with his friends as

a child. Now a tribal farmer, he says,
“Over the past few years, I have been earning my
livelihood cultivating annatto seed (Bixa orellena
L.), which was once only a source of fun.”

Plucking a bunch of seeds from an annatto
shrub along the Pamuleru stream in the heart of
Papikonda National Park, Mr. Reddi explains how
they used to grind the seeds by hand with water
and splashed the mixture on each other, delight-
ing in the natural red colour on their bare skin.

The annatto seed, widely used as a natural
food colour and dye, is cultivated on around
10,000 acres in Andhra Pradesh, with 90 per
cent of the area located in Maredumilli mandal of
Polavaram district. According to the Horticulture
Department, Integrated Tribal Development
Authority (ITDA-Rampachodavaram, Polavaram
district), the district produces an estimated
2,500 metric tonnes annually.

The crop is completely rain-fed and requires
no pesticides or fertilizers, just pruning of
branches as part of crop management. The first
harvest comes in the second year after planting,
and the yield continues for more than two de-
cades. In an official document, Tamil Nadu Agri-
cultural University states, “annatto seed is widely
known for its dye, used for colouring food, dye-
ing cloth and painting skin. The pulp surround-
ing the seeds is used in herbal medicine to treat
burns, constipation, and fever. These seeds are
the world’s second most important natural co-
lourant after caramel, producing hues ranging
from yellow to red.”

Tracing the origin of the seed, P. Vengaiah,
Head of the Horticulture Research Station in Pan-
diri Maamidi under Dr. Y.S.R. Horticultural Un-
iversity, A.P., explains: “Annatto seed is believed
to have been brought to the Maredumilli agency
by the British for their needs at that time. Until
recent years, the commercial value of the plant
had not been explored by the tribals, despite its
presence in their forests for generations.”

Kola Muttayya, ITDA Rampachodavaram Hor-
ticulture Officer, an alumnus of the Indian Insti-
tute of Horticultural Research (IIHR-Bengaluru),
says that nearly 6,000 acres of annatto planta-
tion was registered on the e-crop portal
(March-2026). The rest of the crop cannot be re-
gistered as it is grown in the land that belongs to
the Forest Department. He claims that the annat-
to seed cultivation was doubled in the land
owned by the tribal farmers compared to 2024-
25, hinting at a steady expansion of the crop.

Mr. Suryanarayana Reddi, who studied to be a
government teacher, has since succeeded in rais-

e

Most of the
farmers who
were
cultivating
cashew have
switched to
annatto, asit
is risk-free
with very
low input
costs, high
vields, and

il

procuring
annatto
seeds while
it continues
to procure
cashew

Tribal farmer

ing two annatto plantations covering four acres—
one in the backyard of his house in Vaalamuru
village on the banks of the Pamuleru stream, and
another near Maredumilli in Polavaram district.
Despite the good yield, he explains: “This year,
our family harvested a three-acre plantation in
Maredumilli and obtained around 250 kilo-
grams. However, we sold the harvest at ¥250 per
kilogram, whereas last June it fetched us about
%700 per kilogram. We were forced tosell to mid-
dlemen at such giveaway prices due to the ab-
sence of government stakeholders.”

Jalli Sirumanna Dora, a Koya Dora tribal farm-
er of G.M. Valasa Panchayat (Maredumilli Man-
dal), says, "Around 350 farmers of Konda Reddi,
Koya Dora, and Valmiki tribes are cultivating an-
natto in over 1,500 acres. However, the entire
yield is procured only by the middlemen as no
government agency is available for procurement.
This year, the middlemen offered 140/kg in Fe-
bruary and March—peak harvesting season”. The
harvesting season lasts until the end of May.

Based in Gokavaram in East Godavari district,
Tuni in Kakinada district, and Visakhapatnam ci-
ty, the middlemen dictate prices, as tribal farm-
ers have no alternative way to market their yield.
They reportedly arrive at the farmers’ doorsteps
during the harvesting season and offer advance
payments on the condition that the harvest is
sold exclusively to them.

In March, the ITDA-Rampachodavaram auth-
orities attempted to regulate the annatto seed
trade by mandating that middlemen obtain a lo-
cal trade license to procure the seeds. All the line
departments— including police, forest, agricul-
ture, horticulture, tribal welfare and PESA Com-
mittee (Panchayat Extension to Scheduled Areas
Act, 1996)-have been involved in monitoring the
trade. The PESA Committee is now responsible
for approving the entry of middlemen into its
respective panchayats. However, tribal farmers
are left with no alternative marketing channels

and must sell their annatto seeds exclusively to
the middlemen.

Mr. Sirumanna Dora blames the Andhra Pra-
desh Girijan Cooperative Corporation (GCC) and
the ITDA-Rampachodavaram for their failure to
regulate annatto seed trade in the agency. “Most
of the farmers who were cultivating cashew have
switched to annatto, as it is risk-free with very low
input costs, high yields, and returns. Still, the
‘GCC is not procuring annatto seeds while it conti-
‘nues to procure cashew,” he says. The first har-

vest of cashew
comes in the fifth
QQ year after plant-

ing, he added.

GCC  chairper-
The annatto seeds son Kidari Sravan
grown in the claimed that he

was unaware of an-
natto cultivation in
the State or of tri-

Maredumilli agency
have great demand in
the European Union. In
the Middle East, the bal farmers engag-
United Arab Emirates is wl%ile, M Kola
the largest importer of Muttayya ~ stated
annatto seeds. that the GCC lacks
dedicated godown
space for storing
annatto seeds and
has yet to formu-
late a policy for their procurement and
‘marketing.

The ITDA also conducted a field-level survey
on farming and harvesting methods in March. It
‘documented a list of farmers cultivating annatto
seeds in the Polavaram district, where women
played an instrumental role—beginning with rais-
ing nurseries, pruning, harvesting, and segrega-
tion of seed from the pod.

Braving the scorching heat in Vaalamuru vil-
lage, 19-year-old Pallala Anitha of the Konda Red-
di community has freshly harvested annatto
seeds and now waits for the middleman from Go-
kavaram town to procure them. Her family owes
the middleman 20,000, a loan he extended last
‘monsoon to help them meet daily needs. “The
‘middleman deducts the debt and cuts 320 per ki-
logram while procuring the harvest, which is the
final yield for this year. We cannot afford to store
the harvest until the price rise expected in June,”
she says.

5 RAO
Proprietor of $.R. Manyam spices
and exports

Organic certification

Not only farmers but also exporters in Andhra
Pradesh are losing opportunities for direct ex-
ports due to the lack of Organic Certification for
annatto seeds in the State. Instead, they sell the

seeds to counterparts in Mumbai and Delhi.

S. Visweswara Rao, proprietor of Visakhapat-
nam-based S.R. Manyam Spices and Exports,
says: “The annatto seeds grown in the Maredu-
milli agency have great demand in the European
Union. In the Middle East, the United Arab Emi-
rates is the largest importer of annatto seeds. Ho-
wever, these countries insist on Organic Certifica-
tion from the place of origin.”

He adds that importers are impressed with
laboratory tests confirming seed quality and or-
ganic farming practices, but they cannot proceed
without certification. “Many major companies,
including those from Germany, England, Japan,
Italy, and the UK, are keen to import annatto
seeds grown in the Maredumilli agency. Since I
failed to provide Organic Certification for six bulk
orders, they are currently on hold as I seek time
to obtain it,” Mr. Visweswara Rao said.

Andhra Pradesh State Organic Products Certi-
fication Authority (APSOPCA-Guntur) spokesper-
son, G. Yugandhar, claims, “The authority did
not issue a single Organic Certificate to any indivi-
dual or grower group for annatto seeds grown in
Andhra Pradesh till date. We haven’t received an
application seeking Organic Certification from
any eligible entity”. Any NGO, exporter, grower
group, exporter, registered society, company or
trust can apply for the Organic Certification of
the respective crop, he added.

The APSOPCA, established in 2022, is respon-
sible for inspection and certification of organic
products and Good Agricultural Practices. Itis al-
so entitled to provide third-party organic certifi-
cation under the National Programme for Organ-
ic Production (NPOP). The Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA), whose prime objective is to
promote the export of agricultural products, per-
mitted the APSOPCA for organic certification in
South States and three Union Territories.

However, the APEDA-Visakhapatnam authori-
ties claimed that there is no data on annatto seed
export from Andhra Pradesh. The traders ques-
tion the APEDA’s contribution towards annatto
seed export as it remains a mute spectator unable
to tap the export potential of the seed. The ongo-
ing West Asia war has also hit the exports of an-
natto seed to Dubai and the United Arab Emi-
rates, leading to a steep fall in the price in Indian
cities, from where the seed is directly exported to
the consumers, they note.

Gltag
On April 10, 2026, the ITDA Rampachodavaram
filed an application with the Geographical Indica-
tions Registry (GIR) seeking a Geographical Indi-
cation (G) tag for annatto seeds cultivated in the
Maredumilli agency.

“The ITDA Rampachodavaram is the applicant
for the GI tag for annatto seeds, which are grown
using organic farming methods. The inspection
by GIR authorities is expected soon. While there
are certain challenges in marketing and promot-
ing annatto seeds, efforts will be made to encour-
age the crop,” said ITDA Rampachodavaram Pro-
ject Officer B. Smaran Raj.

Speaking about organic certification, he added
that the ITDA will explore ways to obtain certifi-
cation through APSOPCA, which would ensure
better livelihood opportunities for local tribal
communities.

However, the process of securing organic certi-
fication for annatto in the Maredumilli agency
has not yet begun. Every stage of cultivation and
crop management must be documented, inspect-
ed, and certified by APSOPCA before the certifi-
cation can be granted, he said.
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19A. Annatto seed growers pitch for govt. support

TeteY (Annatto) dieT 3cTg® TSR TEIAT Y ATT FI I §

Cultivated on nearly 10,000 acres across Andhra Pradesh, Annatto seeds are the
world’s second most important natural colourant after caramel. Thanks to impressive
laboratory tests confirming seed quality and organic farming practices, they are in high
demand across the European Union and West Asia. However, the absence of
government-backed organic certification, a proper procurement mechanism, and
adequate storage facilities is forcing farmers to sell their produce at throwaway prices
to middlemen, writes T. Appalanaidu

37787 TEeT 3 SI9T879T 10,000 T3 H 3aMT STt ATel Tedel e gt & 3A & 916 g qad
Hecaqot T T 81 et Y e 3 SHfae Welt i g atet arer gemaeel sieremen
GRETUTT o ST Foieht #iaT AT Fer AR af¥ersr ofRram 27 sgaT 3170 B grerifen, TR TAfId
3itiffars afeRrarere, 3T @lie syawar iR wafiea sisRor Giaensit Hr & HRoT e
371 39T 1 A grAT IR feraiferdt &t deet & fou #siey 8, forad & &, sreqamenag|

Looking at the red hue on his hands, Pallala Suryanarayana Reddi, 38, recalls a game
he once played with his friends as a child. Now a tribal farmer, he says, “Over the past
few years, | have been earning my livelihood cultivating annatto seed (Bixa orellena L.),
which was once only a source of fun.”

391 gTAT O e L7 Y 3T §U 38 efer qeirelt FATRIOT I8 30 St A Qreelt & &y
Qe 9T Wl T ITE; I & | 31 Teh Jfearelt fFamet & €9 8 d gd ¢, “od Foavi d & v
dIsT (Bixa orellena L.)aﬁr@?ﬁwmmmmﬁ, ST 3T Shael FARSTeT T ATETT
1|’

Plucking a bunch of seeds from an annatto shrub along the Pamuleru stream in the heart of
Papikonda National Park, Mr. Reddi explains how they used to grind the seeds by hand with
water and splashed the mixture on each other, delighting in the natural red colour on their
bare skin.

RieRTeT RTSET Seaet 3 g 3 AR RT3 eIy Cetel el & disr et g A Yol et &
o & gl il T aTell o H1Y BT § UIHeT Teh-gaR IX o1 & 3R 39T carell 9T WTehfcieh offel
BT &I AG o A

The annatto seed, widely used as a natural food colour and dye, is cultivated on around

10,000 acres in Andhra Pradesh, with 90 per cent of the area located in Maredumilli mandal
of Polavaram district.

TSt T, it STehfcteh Wie o1 31N 318 & &9 3 A1 & § 3UANT Gl &, 7Y TG2T 7 o1are7ar

10,000 T3 H 31T STl €, FSHe 90 Fdere & Greiaxa el & ARg AT Hser A ¥

According to the Horticulture Department, Integrated Tribal Development Authority (ITDA-
Rampachodavaram, Polavaram district), the district produces an estimated 2,500 metric
tonnes annually.

STaTaTe fa$eT 3R ITDA-TAITSTERH (Sreras f3rm) & 3eTar, forer 7 9 ¥ oferster 2,500
#few e 3caeT grar gl

The crop is completely rain-fed and requires no pesticides or fertilizers, just pruning of
branches as part of crop management.

TE B I X a9 ARE & 3R 38T Reel Freaeres A1 38k 1 IaRTHT A& @, el
QT3 T TeTS FAT Bl B

The first harvest comes in the second year after planting, and the yield continues for more
than two decades.

TEel B AT 3 gAY a¥ # 317l § 3R 3cumeet 20 aut & 3iftrF warr de Torar ¢

In an official document, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University states, “annatto seed is widely
known for its dye, used for colouring food, dyeing cloth and painting skin. The pulp
surrounding the seeds is used in herbal medicine to treat burns, constipation, and fever.
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These seeds are the world’s second most important natural colourant after caramel,
producing hues ranging from yellow to red.”

mﬁﬁamﬁwmmﬁmw%%mmm@m
ToIT giliey &, TSIeent 3UAET SISt {71, 93 el 3N caran R o1l Bicll ¢ | SHeh 91G T
3UGNT STef, Theol 3R FUR & Sollsl H a1 ST &1 2 et WA & a1e gfaar & gan qad
AgIYt wTHfas W1 §, S for F el e 7 TaTe X §

Tracing the origin of the seed, P. Vengaiah, Head of the Horticulture Research Station in
Pandiri Maamidi under Dr. Y.S.R. Horticultural University, A.P., explains: “Annatto seed is
believed to have been brought to the Maredumilli agency by the British for their needs at that

time. Until recent years, the commercial value of the plant had not been explored by the
tribals, despite its presence in their forests for generations.”

ST ST 3T FAT U ST, 15, TH.HR. §ifeeheeel AR & iqeid dfsd AT feud
SETATET JTTHET T & T 9. S g § T Tolel der ffeell garT ARgfaed & &
ITT 37T AT| el & S| cfeh SHePT SATAATTAeh Hod AT AT SaRT FET Tg<ITedT IIAT AT
Kola Muttayya, ITDA Rampachodavaram Horticulture Officer, an alumnus of the Indian

Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR-Bengaluru), says that nearly 6,000 acres of annatto
plantation was registered on the e-crop portal (March-2026).

ITDA THUTENSTERH & STTATeAT TR FYelT FATAT Il § [ SIS 6,000 TH3 Terel h Wl
$-5IT UICeT W Gof T 315 & (AT 2026) |

The rest of the crop cannot be registered as it is grown in the land that belongs to the Forest
Department.

SThT el e AT T A & g1t & ShRUT Toiiehel 161 el ST Hebell |

He claims that the annatto seed cultivation was doubled in the land owned by the tribal
farmers compared to 2024-25, hinting at a steady expansion of the crop.

a Il ¢ T Jiearel forarat 1 offr 7 Tetet Weft 2024-25 T Jofelt & ST &Y TS &

Mr. Suryanarayana Reddi, who studied to be a government teacher, has since succeeded in
raising two annatto plantations covering four acres—one in the backyard of his house in
Vaalamuru village on the banks of the Pamuleru stream, and another near Maredumilli in
Polavaram district.

TR TRAIETH Fefal T TGTS el dlel GATRIIAOT I3 o TR Uehs H &I Telel dTTeT fash e forw
§—Teh 379 B & dIes 3R @ AR Aol & ard|

Despite the good yield, he explains: “This year, our family harvested a three-acre plantation in
Maredumilli and obtained around 250 kilograms. However, we sold the harvest at ¥250 per
kilogram, whereas last June it fetched us about 700 per kilogram. We were forced to sell to
middlemen at such giveaway prices due to the absence of government stakeholders.”

3BT 3951 & FTE9[G d HEd o 1 39 a¥ 3 Uhs & 250 m’rm?ﬂ, AfeheT 39 3250 uf
el ST 93T, STafeh oo ATel Ig 2700 Ui et et A7) TR SIaTT 7 81 & ROT 3¢
foaiferat &1 a&d AT 9 9=1T 9sT|

Jalli Sirumanna Dora, a Koya Dora tribal farmer of G.M. Valasa Panchayat (Maredumilli
Mandal), says, "Around 350 farmers of Konda Reddi, Koya Dora, and Valmiki tribes are
cultivating annatto in over 1,500 acres. However, the entire yield is procured only by the
middlemen as no government agency is available for procurement. This year, the middlemen
offered ¥140/kg in February and March—peak harvesting season”. The harvesting season
lasts until the end of May.

Sifed AT 31T, 1T 3RT fFaTeT, ST § o J9T319T 350 fohameT 1500 Ths H @ R T &
Aferet Y 3ue feraiferdt garT T ST & i IS AT Tl o181 B
Based in Gokavaram in East Godavari district, Tuni in Kakinada district, and Visakhapatnam

city, the middlemen dictate prices, as tribal farmers have no alternative way to market their
yield.

forentford gt aerady, srehrerst 3R faemaraders & i a7 Fa ¢ i framt & ara #18
3 TR faehod o181 &1
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They reportedly arrive at the farmers’ doorsteps during the harvesting season and offer
advance payments on the condition that the harvest is sold exclusively to them.

J TS o T haTHT b B TgeehR 31T ST GhT 3T =T ITH &1 STfet T 21 T &

In March, the ITDA-Rampachodavaram authorities attempted to regulate the annatto seed
trade by mandating that middlemen obtain a local trade license to procure the seeds.

AT F ITDA o foaiforat & forw Tureig ansda 31faarl e 1 ifrer )

All the line departments—including police, forest, agriculture, horticulture, tribal welfare and
PESA Committee—have been involved in monitoring the trade.

Gl fAemT S gferd, e, i, SeTarT 3Rk PESA AfATT <R & fAoRmed & anfder g1

However, tribal farmers are left with no alternative marketing channels and must sell their
annatto seeds exclusively to the middlemen.

AfeheT fhaTaT & UTH SIS 31 SToIR e AT & 31 3¢ shadl faaiforal T & ST usar g

Mr. Sirumanna Dora blames the Andhra Pradesh Girijan Cooperative Corporation (GCC) and
the ITDA-Rampachodavaram for their failure to regulate annatto seed trade in the agency.

3 GCC 3R ITDA &I IR [FI=0T & Aher a1 &

“Most of the farmers who were cultivating cashew have switched to annatto, as it is risk-free
with very low input costs, high yields, and returns. Still, the GCC is not procuring annatto
seeds while it continues to procure cashew,” he says.

gl © Toh TehdTeT Shio] BISHT Teiel I 3N 3T § olfehel GCC SHT TG 6T T T |
GCC chairperson Kidari Sravan claimed that he was unaware of annatto cultivation in the
State or of tribal farmers engaging in it.

GCC 37eT8T o ohgl foh 3o Uatcl Wl I SATThRT Aar AT

Meanwhile, Mr. Kola Muttayya stated that the GCC lacks dedicated godown space for storing
annatto seeds and has yet to formulate a policy for their procurement and marketing.

GCC & U $igRoT giawm AR wAfd et &
The ITDA also conducted a field-level survey on farming and harvesting methods in March.

ITDA & AT & T |

It documented a list of farmers cultivating annatto seeds in the Polavaram district, where
women played an instrumental role—beginning with raising nurseries, pruning, harvesting,
and segregation of seed from the pod.

Afgen3it & 748, Ters, Hars 3N st re9T e 7 Ageaqot AT eS|
Braving the scorching heat in Vaalamuru village, 19-year-old Pallala Anitha of the Konda

Reddi community has freshly harvested annatto seeds and now waits for the middleman from
Gokavaram town to procure them.

19 a¥fT Tedrer AfAdr Fers & e 9o #1saaR R W 8l
Her family owes the middleman 20,000, a loan he extended last monsoon to help them meet
daily needs.

AT IRER feaifor) 1 220,000 FHoleR &1

“The middleman deducts the debt and cuts 20 per kilogram while procuring the harvest,
which is the final yield for this year. We cannot afford to store the harvest until the price rise
expected in June,” she says.

I i & T Toreii fora dhot dreant 120 e el & X &aT & 3R 3 ST e $SROT o781 &
Hhd |

Organic certification
Sifa® 9ATOIE (Organic Certification)

Not only farmers but also exporters in Andhra Pradesh are losing opportunities for direct
exports due to the lack of Organic Certification for annatto seeds in the State.

Sifdeh JHTUTE & glel o RO fohdllet 3R TATeTeh aletl eraret # &
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e Instead, they sell the seeds to counterparts in Mumbai and Delhi.
q st g 3R feee & dud &

e S. Visweswara Rao, proprietor of Visakhapatnam-based S.R. Manyam Spices and Exports,
says: “The annatto seeds grown in the Maredumilli agency have great demand in the
European Union. In the Middle East, the United Arab Emirates is the largest importer of
annatto seeds. However, these countries insist on Organic Certification from the place of
origin.”
foraTe a. fredeaw @ o § o IO 3 UAE 3 oY #ier § Aiferet 31T samorer &l &1

e He adds that importers are impressed with laboratory tests confirming seed quality and
organic farming practices, but they cannot proceed without certification.

d g & o I0TaT e § Afthet THT0T o 3= ford davar =7ei |

¢ Many major companies including Germany, UK, Japan and Italy are interested but orders are
pending due to certification issues.

Fs it @ré:crﬁlﬁ%ﬁt@?ﬁ%@%ﬁ%{ﬁgﬁrﬁl
e APSOPCA spokesperson G. Yugandhar says no Organic Certificate has been issued for
annatto seeds in Andhra Pradesh so far.

APSOPCA & Jaedll Fgc § 1o 318 a0 1S JHIUTA ST 1¢T 37 8

e He adds that any NGO, exporter, grower group, society or company can apply for
certification.

J IdTa & T IS off TTAT 3MdeeT IR Thll

e APSOPCA, established in 2022, is responsible for inspection and certification under NPOP.
APSOPCA 2022 # ¥ g5 2|

e APEDA has permitted APSOPCA for certification in southern states.
APEDA ¥ 38 Ef&I0T 1R o foT 3ferepd fohar g

o APEDA-Visakhapatnam officials say there is no export data for annatto seeds from Andhra
Pradesh.

APEDA & 31eT8R 18 foiaiTer 3eT w11 8|

e Traders say the West Asia war has reduced exports and prices have fallen sharply.

SR &1 &gl § fo Jer & RO fordie 3R et faearg &

Gl tag
SH13mS &1 (Geographical Indication Tag)

e On April 10, 2026, ITDA Rampachodavaram filed an application for a Gl tag for annatto
seeds.

10 31eT 2026 Y ITDA & Gl &7 & foT 3maesT faam|

e |TDA Project Officer B. Smaran Raj says inspection is expected soon and efforts will be made
to promote the crop.

ot 3iTRhaR Fed & & HeToT SToc; gem|

e He adds ITDA will explore organic certification for better livelihoods.
d B & [ THTOTT H TSTdehT Sgd) araf|

o However, the certification process has not yet begun and requires full documentation and
inspection.

mﬁmyﬁgmaﬁgéﬁwmmm%l
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High blood sugar affects

cognitive function via lactate

Researchers have found excess sugar causes a
modification to build up on a protein called
Creb3, which then activates a gene that boosts
the production of lactate in the hippocampus,
the brain’s memory centre. Excessive lactate kills
brain cells, leading to cognitive impairment. A
large study confirmed that high blood lactate is a
risk factor for memory loss in people with
diabetes. The team developed a peptide that, in
diabetic mice, lowered lactate levels, preserving
cognitive function.

19A. High blood sugar affects cognitive function via
lactate

3T Fd AHRT dFee & ATETH A ATATCHS HI &Y
gTfad FIAT &

e Researchers have found excess sugar causes a modification
to build up on a protein called Creb3, which then activates a gene
that boosts the production of lactate in the hippocampus, the brain’s
memory centre.

eMeTh T3l o 9T § fo 31TaReFd T T Wit Creb3 9 EReeT STAT
FNE, S AT T ST Y F T & S AT 5 Fopfey ot
ReaihFaw 7 dee & 3cUuIes S SeEar Bl

o Excessive lactate kills brain cells, leading to cognitive
impairment.

IS dFee AFETSH RIRAFIHT T A AT 8, [Fad TAATCHS
RIGEIGIES

e A large study confirmed that high blood lactate is a risk factor

for memory loss in people with diabetes.

Teh o3 EAe o YIS i foh 3T Tohel oAFeT AYAT dTel cllalt 3 T §iel T Teh SITEH HReb

gl

e The team developed a peptide that, in diabetic mice, lowered lactate levels, preserving

cognitive function.

&\ o U Jeergs fasnfad T3, s AyAg are ggi # dFee Tax o1 o 6 iR aaecns

1 T e @
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The green and crimson chemistry of the watermelon

SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE
D. Balasubramanian

The summer season is on
and the fruit market is
flush with the watermelon
(‘turbuz’ in Hindi, ‘vathak-
kai’ in Tamil, ‘tormuj’ in
Bengali, and Citrullus lana-
tus in botany), with its
green-yellow striped skins
and reddish interiors stud-
ded with dark seeds. The
watermelon came to India
from Africa, and is now
ranked alongside apples,
bananas, oranges, and
grapes as one of the top
five most cultivated fruits
on the planet.

Given the climatic con-
ditions in India, waterme-
lons have become com-
pletely Indian over the
centuries. It is a delicious
fruit and is easily cultivat-

ed, marketed, and con-
sumed in rural and urban
areas. In his book A Histor-
ical Dictionary of Indian
Food (1998), K.T. Achaya
noted the traditional use of
many gourds, including
the watermelon, in daily
foods and as fruits.

According to the Indian
Institute of Horticultural
Research, many States
across India, where the
land is green, fertile, and
well lit by sunlight, grow
the fruit both for domestic
consumption and for ex-
port. Uttar Pradesh leads
with an annual production
of about 7.07 lakh tonnes
of the fruit. The other
States that grow the plant
include West Bengal, the
Northeastern states, Od-
isha, Andhra Pradesh, and
Tamil Nadu.

India also exports water-
melons and their products
to the UAE, Qatar, Oman,
the Maldives, Bangladesh,
and some other countries,

The rind is the greenish outer layer that we throw out when we cut
the fruit for its red interior. REPORTPERM/UNSPLASH

fetching a sizable income.

Medicinal values

In a 2017 paper in the In-
dian agricultural technolo-
gies journal Popular Kheti
(vol. 5, issue 2, eISSN:2321-
0001), Reetu and Mahar-
ishi Tomar, of the ICAR-Na-
tional Bureau of Plant Ge-
netic Resources, New
Delhi, and ICAR-Central
Potato Research Institute,
Shimla, respectively, de-

scribed the nutritional be-
nefits of watermelons. It is
rich in dietary fibres, vita-
mins A and C, antioxi-
dants, and anti-inflamma-
tory agents, has
anti-cancer  properties,
and is easily digested.

The fibre in the fruit
helps keep digestion regu-
lar and healthy. The lyco-
pene protects against heart
diseases and the seeds con-
tain iron and zinc com-

pounds, which help bol-
ster immunity. Rural
physicians in several parts
of India promote the use of
the fruit and its parts as
medicines. The fruit and
its parts are also used in
West Asia and Africa as
health promoters.

A group led by Ahmed
Attariha from Nigeria has
been using parts of the wa-
termelon as part of tradi-
tional medicine to help
manage diabetes, urinary
tract infections, and kid-
neys.

Another group from the
University of Health
Sciences in Ghana, led by
David Negio, have elucidat-
ed the antioxidant and an-
timicrobial effects of water-
melon skin, rind, pulp, and
seeds. (DOI:
10.1016/j.sciaf.2020).

The rind is the greenish
outer layer that we throw
out when we cut the fruit
for its red interior. The
Ghanaian study also re-

19A. The green and crimson chemistry of the watermelon

ST $T gt 3R Arer e e

ported that the rind and
the seeds have more an-
tioxidant and antimicro-
bial effects than the rest of
the fruit. Yet we discard
them while we enjoy the
fruit.

Even the juice has
health benefits. According
to one estimate vetted by
doctors, one cup of raw,
diced watermelon has 46
calories, some protein and
fat, and  substantial
amounts of vitamins A and
C, potassium, and manga-
nese. Including some wa-
termelon in our diet can
thus help reduce inflam-
mation and oxidative
stress.

So the next time you
cook, do not throw away
the rind but use it and the
seeds in your curries, and
enjoy the benefits they off-
er, in addition to the juice
that you enjoy these sum-
mer days.

dbala@lvpei.org

e The summer season is on and the fruit market is flush with the watermelon (‘turbuz’ in Hindi,
‘vathakkai’ in Tamil, ‘tormuj in Bengali, and Citrullus lanatus in botany), with its green-yellow
striped skins and reddish interiors studded with dark seeds.

I T FGH T g7 & R ol ST’ TG (‘AT [T #, ‘qoreFay dffiel &, ‘AR qamrel &,
3R gaTafa faa=T & Citrullus lanatus) & $RT ga3m &, Torgehr gd-diely et arely oret 3R ot
3GESAT HTIT H FleT ST 81t o

e The watermelon came to India from Africa, and is now ranked alongside apples, bananas,
oranges, and grapes as one of the top five most cultivated fruits on the planet.

TRST 3TShTehT & HReT 37T 3 379 TE A, sholl, HART 3R 3R & AT g & &R iy gy
3R 39T AT aTel Bl 7 MAST B

e Given the climatic conditions in India, watermelons have become completely Indian over the
centuries.

HRA 1 STerary TR & HROT, R Tfedt 7 A @ HRAT o AT 8 |
e |tis a delicious fruit and is easily cultivated, marketed, and consumed in rural and urban
areas.

g Ueh TATESe el § 3T 38 Arefior q2ur ey 8137 7 3maret & 391mm, &= 3R @ Srar gl

e In his book A Historical Dictionary of Indian Food (1998), K.T. Achaya noted the traditional
use of many gourds, including the watermelon, in daily foods and as fruits.

3791 g&cish A Historical Dictionary of Indian Food (1998) & K.T. 3Tl «f 8 shegadiTa Heil,
TSH# ot o anffier &, & &folen #fioTet 3R el o &9 7 YRR 3UGNT T Sooid T

e According to the Indian Institute of Horticultural Research, many States across India, where
the land is green, fertile, and well lit by sunlight, grow the fruit both for domestic consumption
and for export.

HRCI TETATAT HTHETT HEUT oh TR, R oh s AT STel $(H gL, 3T 3R FF wehrer
Y 3o NG TR &, TgT A el BXe] 3TaeT AR v adt o forw sarra e &1

e Uttar Pradesh leads with an annual production of about 7.07 lakh tonnes of the fruit.
3 UM SH ol S oTIT37dT 7.07 o Tl dTi¥eh 3cUTeeT & a1 & 39T B
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The other States that grow the plant include West Bengal, the Northeastern states, Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu.

3T T A ST61 TG el 3T AT & 3T GTREH SaTel, Yafo T2, NS, 31mer veer 3N
Affereg enfdrer 81

India also exports watermelons and their products to the UAE, Qatar, Oman, the Maldives,
Bangladesh, and some other countries, fetching a sizable income.

HRT RSl 3R 38 Scurer 1 [T UAE, e, AT, ATelld, Siveneer 3R $o 3=g St 7
oY T &, TorEd 3ree) 31 ured gy B

Medicinal values

3itwefier apor

In a 2017 paper in the Indian agricultural technologies journal Popular Kheti (vol. 5, issue 2,
elSSN:2321-0001), Reetu and Maharishi Tomar, of the ICAR-National Bureau of Plant
Genetic Resources, New Delhi, and ICAR-Central Potato Research Institute, Shimla,
respectively, described the nutritional benefits of watermelons.

2017 # HRART HTY T Steter Popular Kheti (vol. 5, issue 2, elSSN:2321-0001) 7 §i¢
3R AT AT &, FA: ICAR-AUTS ST 3T Telle Steifes RARIST, 778 fGeel 31 ICAR-Fger
dieer Rerd §eéiege, RIAe d, AT & GINoT Heel Seit o1 qote faham|

It is rich in dietary fibres, vitamins A and C, antioxidants, and anti-inflammatory agents, has
anti-cancer properties, and is easily digested.

E ITER w5, ReTBa A 3R C, tasifrase 3K Horer-e aeat & Ry &, 369 Se-aeh
T[0T & 3R FE AT & I ST B

The fibre in the fruit helps keep digestion regular and healthy.

&H ol &1 BISS Il Y A 3R Taey 1@ & A Har gl

The lycopene protects against heart diseases and the seeds contain iron and zinc
compounds, which help bolster immunity.

TSP g AN H TATAT & 3R 3T dlleil & 3 3R 5 i gia &, 3 wforem i
A A 8 |

Rural physicians in several parts of India promote the use of the fruit and its parts as
medicines.

R & s Terdr 7 I1H0T Rfhcs 58 wel 3R saeh REal &1 3iwfer & ®9 7 37T axay Fir
Tellg &d &1

The fruit and its parts are also used in West Asia and Africa as health promoters.

Ig Bl 3R 3Ha 7797 afFersr ofra 3R 3nhienr 7 off Fareey Gures & &9 & 39T e srd g

A group led by Ahmed Attariha from Nigeria has been using parts of the watermelon as part
of traditional medicine to help manage diabetes, urinary tract infections, and kidneys.

AN RAT & 37eHE IFNIET & Accd H Ueh Teg AT o AT T 39AT IRIRF Fafehear 7
AYAT, HF AR ThaA0T 3R frselt Foreansit & yaee & fow < g

Another group from the University of Health Sciences in Ghana, led by David Negio, have
elucidated the antioxidant and antimicrobial effects of watermelon skin, rind, pulp, and seeds.

AT o JIAGTHLET 3T go ATSHST & STas AT & aAccd H Ueh 3T FHg o TSl & Teieh,
R, TeT 3R drsit & Tnsifese 3R AeMoRTe woat ¥ Foee f |

The rind is the greenish outer layer that we throw out when we cut the fruit for its red interior.
e a8 &l 188 W & TS g el I 3T ollel il HIIT & ToIT HIcd AT heh & 81

The Ghanaian study also reported that the rind and the seeds have more antioxidant and
antimicrobial effects than the rest of the fruit.

AT o 37T H I Sciram 13 foh R 3R it & el o 313 TeEdll T Jofetr 31
wér3fifease AR ATMURIEN Jerra gl &
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Yet we discard them while we enjoy the fruit.

T 3 657 5o theh &l & ST & Bl T 3T aId & |
e Even the juice has health benefits.
BT e o SHeT S[H 7 Ty A1 ST B |
e According to one estimate vetted by doctors, one cup of raw, diced watermelon has 46

calories, some protein and fat, and substantial amounts of vitamins A and C, potassium, and
manganese.

STereXt S@RT FHTTOT Teh 3TeTHIST & 3THR, Teh &Y hed she el & 46 helll, o e 3R
T, T faerf@a A, C, dieRig# 3R Arelist i gaied A7 gl &1

¢ Including some watermelon in our diet can thus help reduce inflammation and oxidative
stress.

ST HER H AT AT e § Goied 3R JHTFAISTEd Tl o lel H Hg [Hel Hevell ¢

e So the next time you cook, do not throw away the rind but use it and the seeds in your curries,
and enjoy the benefits they offer, in addition to the juice that you enjoy these summer days.

AT 31Tl IR 16 3T WTeAT §ATT dt R T o7 theh dfodh 58 3R SISl 379e0T Hl 7 39T1eT
Y 3R STk STHT T 37TeAE of, AT & 3 AT F Y ST aArel ST 7 o

Hearts and bonds

Why are saturated fats
bad for the heart but
unsaturated fats are
okay?

Simply speaking, the two
kinds of fats affect the
body’s LDL cholesterol
differently. LDL is the kind
that clogs arteries.
Saturated fats raise the
level of LDL cholesterol in
the blood by reducing the
number of LDL receptors
in the liver. As a result, the
liver removes less LDL
from the blood. And as the
LDL in the blood builds
up, it is oxidised and
lodged in the artery walls,
where it triggers
inflammation and forms
plaques. Over time, these
plaques narrow the

arteries and raise the risk
of heart attack and stroke.
On the other hand,
monounsaturated fats
lower LDL levels without
touching the HDL
cholesterol level, which
helps carry LDL back to
the liver for disposal.
Polyunsaturated fats go
further and reduce the
level of triglycerides and
dampen inflammation.
Saturated fats have no
double bonds, which
makes them solid at room
temperature. Unsaturated
fats have one or more
double bonds, making
them flexible and thus
allowing them to behave
differently inside the body.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to science@thehindu.co.in

19A. Hearts and bonds
e 3R Tu=T

e Why are saturated fats bad for the heart but unsaturated
fats are okay

HqYs hew 7ed & fov @i 1 g1 ¢ et IrerdigRes hew S
Fga g

e Simply speaking, the two kinds of fats affect the body’s LDL
cholesterol differently.

T el H, Sl ThR F TET (fats) TR & LDL PIAEETel I 37e19T-
3T alteh | gHTTad i & |

e LDL isthe kind that clogs arteries.
LDL dg YR & St AT (arteries) 1 ST AT &

e Saturated fats raise the level of LDL cholesterol in the
blood by reducing the number of LDL receptors in the liver.

Hes Hew T 7 LDL FAElel &1 T Jerd 8 Faifeh d fra 3
LDL RAcey $r a1 7 F e &

e As aresult, the liver removes less LDL from the blood.
ST IRUTAEHT forat T & o LDL gerar |

¢ And as the LDL in the blood builds up, it is oxidised and lodged in the artery walls, where it
triggers inflammation and forms plaques.

3R -3 T & LDL SedT g, Ig fFiissst gl gafaat v Srart & S gt Srar §, STl 78
it (inflammation) YT 3T § 3N Celreh S=1relm &

e Over time, these plaques narrow the arteries and raise the risk of heart attack and stroke.
TAY & WY Y Colteh TATAIT Y FHU 2 S § 3R FIE 3eah TUT FEF 1 Wl 961 3 & |

e On the other hand, monounsaturated fats lower LDL levels without touching the HDL
cholesterol level, which helps carry LDL back to the liver for disposal.

GE 3R, ANANTRYIES hew LDL ER H Hd Fd § &1 HDL Frereerer i genfad foe, S

LDL &I a9d folaX da o Sflel H #Aeg Xl ¢
o Polyunsaturated fats go further and reduce the level of triglycerides and dampen

inflammation.
Gien3reigRes hew 3R 3T ST SR ITATRISEH & TR 1 il Tl & 3R Folel I T 8|
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e Saturated fats have no double bonds, which makes them solid at room temperature.
VXS thew 7 IS 59 dles AT BT, Y d HA & ATTHIT W O Bl 8

e Unsaturated fats have one or more double bonds, making them flexible and thus allowing
them to behave differently inside the body.

FARYIES thew A U A1 AU sa dles i 8, Forad & ool gl & 3R e & 31T 3rerer
G U SFagR X B

Trump inks executive order to speed
up research into psychedelic drugs

SR

WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Saturday an-
nounced an easing of res-
trictions on research into
psychedelic drugs — such
as so-called “magic mush-
rooms” — that have shown
promise in treating people
with  mental health
conditions.

Flanked by U.S. Health
Secretary Robert F. Kenne-
dy Jr and podcaster Joe Ro-
gan, who has pushed for
access to the drugs, Mr.
Trump signed an executive
order that would help fed-
eral researchers cut
through the red tape to al-
low for quicker studies.

The President said the
order would “clear away

Donald Trump speaks in the Oval Office after signing an order
easing restrictions on research into psychedelic drugs. AFP

unnecessary bureaucratic
hurdles, improve data
sharing among the FDA
[Food and Drug Adminis-
tration] and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs
and facilitate fast resche-
duling of any drugs that be-
come FDA approved.”

Currently, many psyche-
delics including LSD and
psilocybin are classified —
or ‘scheduled’ — as having
high abuse and addiction
potential, and are not ap-
proved for medical use,
limiting the ability for
scientists to study them.

If the FDA, which is
charged with regulating
pharmaceuticals in the
U.S., officially finds a medi-
cal benefit for some of the
psychedelics, they could
be rescheduled, allowing
for greater clinical use.

The order only provides
for accelerated research
and does not immediately
require law enforcement
authorities to reclassify the
drugs, meaning therapeut-
ic use will not expand
immediately.

In recent years, there
has been a growing push to
research the effects of the
drugs in treating people —
especially war veterans —
with difficult anxiety and
depression cases, especial-
ly those who had expe-
rienced traumatic stress.

19A. Trump inks executive order to speed research into psychedelic drugs

2T of AEHSfAF 399 W MY F I F & AT FRESFRY AT W gEanr Fo

e U.S. President Donald Trump on Saturday announced an easing of restrictions on research
into psychedelic drugs — such as so-called “magic mushrooms” — that have shown
promise in treating people with mental health conditions.

ARHT AT BNelTes €T o AIAR ! AFh 3o F99 WX AT T T ITaaeit 7 Eref ol ahr
GIYOTT I — S TR ‘AT AAFH — TSegiar alell il ARTas Faeed feufaat & sarer
A Feaae fews g

o Flanked by U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr and podcaster Joe Rogan, who has

pushed for access to the drugs, Mr. Trump signed an executive order that would help federal
researchers cut through the red tape to allow for quicker studies.

aﬁﬁaﬁrwwaﬁﬁrhiw.ﬁ?raﬁwaﬂ?ﬁmsﬁm,%aﬁgamsﬁ%q@
@rm@r%,%mﬁagwﬁgvsﬁ@qﬁwmmrwmmﬁmsﬁm
LT ATT T SATTHIATRTET T TG ST doil I IETTA Il H FGG LI

e The President said the order would “clear away unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles, improve
data sharing among the FDA [Food and Drug Administration] and the Department of
Veterans Al airs and facilitate fast rescheduling of any drugs that become FDA approved.”

Tsgafel o gl o T TG “HATaeTeh e faa aren3it &1 gerear, FDA [§3 U8 3o
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vsfAfaeeers)] 3R detea 3T fasie & drer SeT WIS olel 7 GUR 1 3R el shr gar o
FDA (TS 8ot 9X 38eh JeTdalienduT ohi clof har|”

Currently, many psychedelics including LSD and psilocybin are classified — or ‘scheduled’
— as having high abuse and addiction potential, and are not approved for medical use,
limiting the ability for scientists to study them.

TIHA # g WEHsfaFd fSa LSD 3R WgHms e (psilocybin) emfdre €, i 3od geuaian
3R ofcf kT AT aTel Terf & &9 A gefieped — A1 ‘Iqqiaa — frarararg, 3k 9 RAfhcah
39T & TIT AT e 8, Fa Aiiatehl hY 3¢ EAe el S &THAT AT g1 ST Bl

If the FDA, which is charged with regulating pharmaceuticals in the U.S., officially finds a

medical benefit for some of the psychedelics, they could be rescheduled, allowing for greater
clinical use.

Ife FDA, St 3rRent 7 gan3it & faese &1 foreAerl ferar §, o asdsfos qani &
Fafercehiar omst araT &, Y 3¢ Ge1: aefiepet fonam o wenar 8, e 31fes starfaies suier dera

gl

The order only provides for accelerated research and does not immediately require law
enforcement authorities to reclassify the drugs, meaning therapeutic use will not expand
immediately.

g TCRT Shdlol MY T AT A T AT AT & 3R Tl hlofet Telclel TSTTAT I EaT31 &
YeAdaTTeRTOT 3T HTaRTehdl g1 ST, Torarent 372 ¥ foh FRIfehedlia 3T il =161 99T |

In recent years, there has been a growing push to research the effects of the drugs in treating
people — especially war veterans — with difficult anxiety and depression cases, especially
those who had experienced traumatic stress.

gTeT o ol & SoT eaT3il o FeTral IX AEr S olehy TGl GaTd T6T & — 9y &9 & Jeur & g
AT H — it wfdeT fRfar 3R 3raw1g & A ¥ 55T @ 8, T fSlegiol AraTasted deird 1
31eToa R gl

GS Paper Ill: Internal Security 19 April 2026
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Is India’s Maoist insurgency finally over?

What remains of the CPI (Maoist) after recent setbacks? How did security operations weaken the

Maoist movement so sharply? What internal divisions and ideological shifts weakened the

organisation? Is there any chance of a Maoist revival in the future?

Sumit Bhattacharjee

The story so far:
n May 21, 2025, Nambala Keshava
Rao alias Basavraj, then general
secretary of the banned CPI (Maoist),
was killed in an encounter in
Chhattisgarh’s Abujmarh area. The operation
was led by the District Reserve Guard and the
CRPF’s CoBRA unit. His successor, Thippiri
Tirupati alias Devji, surrendered by February
2026 along with cadres and weapons. With most
Central Committee leaders killed or arrested,
the organisation is now largely leaderless. With
these developments, can the five-decade-old
Maoist movement be considered “finished,” as
Home Minister Amit Shah has claimed, in line
with his March 31 deadline to end the
insurgency?

Is the Maoist movement over?

Recent developments suggest that the banned
Left-Wing Extremist (LWE) movement has been
effectively wiped out. Since the launch of
Operation Kagar (Black Forest) in 2024,
coordinated operations across LWE-affected
States have led to approximately 3,840
surrenders, 2,220 arrests, and 600 deaths.
Among these were seven Central Committee or
Politburo members who were arrested or
surrendered, and 12 who were killed.

By late 2023, Central Committee membership
had already shrunk from around 40 to 21. Today,
only two members remain.

Yet, the Maoists cannot be written off entirely.
They have shown remarkable resilience before.
In 1991, when they were known as the People’s
War Group (PWG), they were reduced to a single
dalam. By 2000, they had bounced back,
establishing a “Red Corridor” spanning nearly 12
States — from Kerala to the Nepal border. When
the Maoist Communist Centre (MCC) joined

By late 2023,
Central
Committee
membership
had already
shrunk from
around 40 to
21. Today,
only two
members
remain

i : .

Fallen fury: Security personnel sit beside weapons surrendered by Maoist

cadres in Dantewada, in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar division, on March 31. ArP

hands with the PWG to form CPI (Maoist) in
2004, they set up a “Janatana Sarkar” (people’s
government) across large parts of Chhattisgarh.

Information within the organisation has
always been tightly controlled. For instance,
Madvi Hidma’s induction into the Central
Committee was not publicly known until around
2020. Despite the recent losses, the party’s
internal structure was never openly discussed.

What can be said with certainty is that their
dominance in armed conflict has nearly ended.
In 2013, they controlled about 180 districts.
Today, their armed presence is largely confined
to just two districts in Chhattisgarh — Bijapur
and Sukma.

Why did the movement start, and how did it
grow?

The movement traces its roots to the peasant
uprising led by Charu Majumdar in 1967 in north
Bengal. It began in Naxalbari, in Darjeeling
district — hence the term “Naxalite”.

Majumdar propagated Marxism-Leninism
wrapped around Mao Zedong’s principle that
revolution should be driven by rural, landless
peasants through protracted armed struggle,
rather than by urban industrial workers. He
advocated Mao’s idea that “political power
grows out of the barrel of the gun.” Feudal
landlords and authorities supporting them were
termed “class enemies.”

The Naxalbari movement was quickly
crushed, but not before Majumdar broke away
to form the All India Coordination Committee of
Communist Revolutionaries. The movement
spread to Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh, where
leaders such as Vempatapu Satyanarayana and
Adibhatla Kailasam led an uprising between
1967 and 1970, seeking to implement “land to
the tiller”.

By 1972, leaders, including Majumdar, had
been killed, and the movement subsided — until
Kondapalli Seetharamaiah and Dr. Kolluri
Chiranjeevi revived it by forming the People’s
‘War Group in the Telangana region, which was
then part of the whole Andhra Pradesh.

Kondapalli took the party to new heights by
recruiting young minds from colleges,
universities, and NITs.

‘With the formation of CPI (Maoist) under
Muppala Lakshmana Rao alias Ganapathi, the
movement became what then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh called “the single biggest
internal security threat.” The Maoists created
wings including the PLGA under Central Military
Commission, transforming into a full-force
guerrilla army trained with modern weapons.
Trained by the LTTE, they became experts with
IEDs and wreaked havoc until about 2018, killing

19A. Is India’s Maoist insurgency finally over?
FIT AR FT ATMAIE [AGE 3dd: TATCT &) 7147 872

What remains of the CPI (Maoist) after recent setbacks?
BT STCeh! & &1 CP| (ATHIETEY) &7 F3I7T 57T 872

How did security operations weaken the Maoist movement so sharply?
8 GR&T ATHATT A ATHGTEY JHTeTelet T Sclall dolt & FHaAR fehaT?
What internal divisions and ideological shifts weakened the organisation?
et 3aR® fasrert 3R G seemal o G9red 1 FAER fhar?
Is there any chance of a Maoist revival in the future?

T AT A HINATET TATTeT hT h1S HITeAT 2

On May 21, 2025, Nambala Keshava Rao alias Basavraj, then general secretary of the
banned CPI (Maoist), was killed in an encounter in Chhattisgarh’s Abujmarh area.

hundreds of security personnel and branding
tribals as police informers.

What led to their downfall?

From Majumdar’s days, the Naxalites have faced
internal strife — one reason for their splintering
into about 40 groups. The rift centred on
ideological issues: one faction favoured violent
individual annihilation, while another
emphasised mass mobilisation. These tensions
also led to leadership changes, with leaders such
as Kondapalli eventually being sidelined by
younger leadership.

Once they committed to militarisation, they
achieved some brutal successes. From 2005 to
2013, the Maoists reigned in Chhattisgarh, with
700 to 1,000 casualties annually. However, the
narrative gradually changed. By 2004, the
Maoists had already been pushed out of Andhra
Pradesh by the elite Greyhounds force. Every
LWE-affected State then formed similar special
forces. Operation Kagar delivered the final blow,
decimating their strongholds.

The Maoists also faced a “tribal vs non-tribal”
conflict. Though tribals from Chhattisgarh
comprised the main fighting force, the
leadership remained largely non-tribal. This
created a rift, leading to Madvi Hidma's
promotion as a tribal representative.

Another factor was their outdated ideology.
With government welfare schemes reaching
tribal heartlands, the concept of “class enemy”
lost relevance.

A document by Ganapathi acknowledged
these problems, urging cadres to reconnect with
intellectuals and identify new issues. Some
leaders had even advocated dialogue with the
government as early as 2010. Senior leader
Cherukuri Rajkumar alias Azad was reportedly
seeking peace talks when he was killed in an
encounter in 2010. Reports also suggest they
approached then Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to negotiate entry into
mainstream politics. However, declining
recruitment, sustained security pressure, and
the relative success of democratic protests
undermined the case for armed struggle.

Is a revival possible?

A revival of armed insurgency seems difficult.
However, a prominent Hindi daily in
Chhattisgarh reported that many surrendered to
focus on rebuilding their base overground.
Surrendered leaders such as Mallojula
Venugopal alias Sonu and Devji remain under
constant surveillance. Much depends on the
rehabilitation process.

Legal challenges also persist. Many
surrendered cadres face multiple serious
charges, including murder. Families of slain
security personnel or other victims could file
protest petitions against the withdrawal of
prosecution. The courts must be convinced
before prosecution can be withdrawn — and
aggrieved parties always have superior rights.
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21 #S 2025 i, IfAEfOT CPI (FAIHEEY) & TchTelld AT ATl herd AT 3% THaARTST T

SIS & ISATS &1 H Teh HoNs H AR fer ara|
e The operation was led by the District Reserve Guard and the CRPF’s CoBRA unit.
3H TR &7 Aqca $Rgare Na1d S 3R CRPF T CoBRA Ifeie o frma|

e His successor, Thippiri Tirupati alias Deviji, surrendered by February 2026 along with cadres
and weapons.

3 3AUTRRT RAITCIY faTafa 3% gl oF BIad 2026 de el 3R gf Ry & arer
TCHTHYTT & feT|

e With most Central Committee leaders killed or arrested, the organisation is now largely
leaderless.

3TN Fe T FIATY & AdT3it & AR AT AT FFIR &1 & HIRUT FITSA 37 HIPT 8¢ deh
Aqeafade g1 AT gl

e With these developments, can the five-decade-old Maoist movement be considered
“finished,” as Home Minister Amit Shah has claimed, in line with his March 31 deadline to end
the insurgency?

T TICAThAT & dTe;, FAT I G2Ieh YTel HIINAIET ielelel Sl “HATCH” HIAT ST Hehell ¢, ST foh
376 FAT AT A6 ¥ gram FhaT R, ST 31 AR hT FHIHIAT & 3169 82

Is the Maoist movement over?

FIT ATNGIEY TSl AT &) IATR?

o Recent developments suggest that the banned Left-Wing Extremist (LWE) movement has
been effectively wiped out.

BITOIIT Te=TTsheT 9T & foh T Tad asgedY Al (LWE) 3ficTeled st TTdT & F THTCT T
e arm gl

e Since the launch of Operation Kagar (Black Forest) in 2024, coordinated operations across
LWE-affected States have led to approximately 3,840 surrenders, 2,220 arrests, and 600

deaths.
2024 F XA FRR (Sl BREC) E 8let o oG F, LWE-FeTTIT Teat # gaAfead 31t &
IRUTHETET STT979T 3,840 HTHTHILT, 2,220 FTRFaRAT 31 600 Al gé gl

¢ Among these were seven Central Committee or Politburo members who were arrested or
surrendered, and 12 who were killed.

$TH 1T A FATY A1 NS ST & Fex T & Fegled Hrearaador f&har ar fIwan ge, 3k
12 AR AT

e By late 2023, Central Committee membership had already shrunk from around 40 to 21.
2023 & 3id doh, g1 ATATT T TEEIAT AITHIT 40 T TTas 21 I 315 AT

e Today, only two members remain.
3T haol & FeTT I g |

e Yet, the Maoists cannot be written off entirely.
5 oft, ATNanfeat s o g @it 781 fonam S Heha |

e They have shown remarkable resilience before.
3glel Iget 8 SeorEs i gadT feaTs &

¢ In 1991, when they were known as the People’s War Group (PWG), they were reduced to a
single dalam.

1991 #, ST & People’s War Group (PWG) & =1Te & SiTel STt &, I Teh &1 Gold oeh 9T 1T |

¢ By 2000, they had bounced back, establishing a “Red Corridor” spanning nearly 12 States —
from Kerala to the Nepal border.

2000 deh, 3egiet argdr i 31T 73791 12 U7 7 Pelr “Red Corridor” TATRAT fFIT — T &
ATl HHAT I |
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When the Maoist Communist Centre (MCC) joined hands with the PWG to form CPI (Maoist)
in 2004, they set up a “Janatana Sarkar” (people’s government) across large parts of
Chhattisgarh.

2004 H ST MCC & PWG & AT fAea CPI (ATAGIET) 91T, Y 3-gls) SigeTe & a3 fgeat
H “STeIdTAT TR T |

Information within the organisation has always been tightly controlled.

TS & HIAR SATARRT g FHeTs F TaRT W gl

For instance, Madvi Hidma’s induction into the Central Committee was not publicly known
until around 2020.

3ETER0T & Torw, A RReAT o1 Fdiw afAfa & anfder @ sererer 2020 d& AdIas €9 & A1
Ter Tl

Despite the recent losses, the party’s internal structure was never openly discussed.
gITeraT I aTeT o STaS[g, UTET T AT T sl el AT H T8 W

What can be said with certainty is that their dominance in armed conflict has nearly ended.
Ig AT T & gl ST Tehell § o TRET HEY & IeTenl T8{cd o173 FHTC &1 AT L |

In 2013, they controlled about 180 districts.

2013 #, I JeT879T 180 et &1 feraifya s &1

Today, their armed presence is largely confined to just two districts in Chhattisgarh — Bijapur
and Sukma.

37TST 3eTeh! TR SUTEUT HTA: TRAITG o shael &1 foteil — SISiTgR 3R GehaAr — ofeh Wi
el

Why did the movement start, and how did it grow?

3Telere 41 YE g 3R T§ HA Tor?

The movement traces its roots to the peasant uprising led by Charu Majumdar in 1967 in
north Bengal.

g 37ieTelal 1967 # 3T SITTel & W% HSHGR SaR aAcjcd [T 1T foharet faele & SfsT 8|

It began in Naxalbari, in Darjeeling district — hence the term “Naxalite”.

TE SIS ool & AFHCANTST 3 YF EIHT — ST “AFAASE” s HTAT|

Majumdar propagated Marxism-Leninism wrapped around Mao Zedong’s principle that
revolution should be driven by rural, landless peasants through protracted armed struggle.

HHGR & ATFHaTG- o {oieTaTe sl HIHT STareT & fAeuia & @ SivsT o shifer amor sfAde
foraTeil GanT o HeET HuY & glell A1

He advocated Mao’s idea that “political power grows out of the barrel of the gun.”

3egiel A & 58 faaR &1 @AY R i3 ot fae At dgeh &1 dell @ foshord §1”
Feudal landlords and authorities supporting them were termed “class enemies.”

AT STHIERT 3R SeTeht FHST F aTell 1 “gT 2" HeT a1

The Naxalbari movement was quickly crushed, but not before Majumdar broke away to form
the All India Coordination Committee of Communist Revolutionaries.

AFHANTSY HTeTeled STecl Frdel [T 1T, olfched 3T Tgel ASLHAGR o 37el3T §IhY TS FaATaT |

The movement spread to Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh, where leaders such as Vempatapu
Satyanarayana and Adibhatla Kailasam led an uprising between 1967 and 1970.

g HicTelal 3T TS & AhTehold cToh tholl, STET 19671970 & & Ac31 = TAeIE T aAcjcd
fera|

By 1972, leaders, including Majumdar, had been killed, and the movement subsided.

1972 oeh ASHER AR g AT AR 1V 3R 3MTelell HHAsIR I3 2T|
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e |t revived later through Kondapalli Seetharamaiah and Dr. Kolluri Chiranjeevi by forming the
People’'s War Group in Telangana.

ST 7 8 FigToel HIARAAT 3R 3T, Pleoty RIS ST H PWG ST Jefstifad fhar|
e Kondapalli recruited young minds from colleges, universities, and NITs.

isTdeel o Picisil, faeatdererat 3R NIT & Zarait i svcff |

e With the formation of CPI (Maoist) under Muppala Lakshmana Rao alias Ganapathi, the
movement became a major internal security threat.

rorafdt & SAcjed # CPI (ATHIEIEY) elet & aTe; g F8T e ek GR&T TRy Ja 7T |

e The Mauoists created wings including the PLGA under the Central Military Commission.
FIINGTEAT o T Vo 3T & dgd PLGA ¥ a1 gA10 |

e They were trained by the LTTE and used modern weapons and IEDs.
37 LTTE earT 9fferd foham aram 31k 3megfaieh gf2amt @ IED &1 3T foham|

e They caused major violence until around 2018.

3egiel 2018 T 3 fgar |

What led to their downfall?
3T Yol T HIUT FAT UT?

e Internal strife led to splintering into about 40 groups.
37TcIeh HEY & HROT HIATSeT oTaT8TeT 40 HHgl H ¢ 1T

e One faction supported violent annihilation while another supported mass mobilisation.
Teh I TR T THLT AT AT, GAT SHef TS H |

e Leadership changes sidelined older leaders.
e IREd & PRI AT R @ e

e From 2005 to 2013, Maoists dominated Chhattisgarh with high casualties.
2005-2013 & ST ATAGIET SAEeIE H grar &

e By 2004, they were pushed out of Andhra Pradesh by Greyhounds forces.
2004 T 3¢ 3TY G2 § I33H Jcl o a1 Y [T

e Special forces were created in all LWE-affected States.

3 LWE T3t # fa9Y gt =17 91|

e Operation Kagar weakened their strongholds.
TR FPR o 37 I HHAAR K GV |

e A tribal vs non-tribal leadership conflict emerged.
SR FoFTaT IR-3ATEIR AT T Herd g3l

o Welfare schemes reduced the relevance of “class enemy” ideology.
HATOT ASTATIT o “gof A" TraRERT ht haAsi fehra
e Some leaders sought dialogue with the government.
HS AT o TIHR H ST I HITRI |
e Azad was killed while reportedly seeking peace talks.
ATSTTE; MTer ATT T HITRAR & GRTeT AR 1T
e Declining recruitment and democratic alternatives weakened insurgency support.

gedr 7dt 3R eraitae faeredl & 3ieTesT & AR fhaT|

Is arevival possible?
FAT TSl §HT 872

e Arevival of armed insurgency seems difficult.

T fagle #7 YeaeedTal Hide Feiid giar 81
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Some surrendered cadres aim to rebuild overground networks.
TS JTCHAAYT ol ATel ST STl TR Acdeh Felel i HITALT F: I &
Surrendered leaders remain under surveillance.

HTCHTHAYTT Flel aTel idT [eAIRTeA g

Rehabilitation policies are crucial.

Yerai aAferar Fgcaqot €

Legal challenges remain for surrendered cadres.

HICHEHGOT et el o FT Hiefelt FoAtferar soft g5 €

Serious charges like murder persist.

EeT I T IR T §T |

Victims’ families may oppose withdrawal of cases.

i IRER ATACT HT I 1 &3V X Fahd B

Courts must approve any withdrawal of prosecution.

st aTolY & fAT 3reTerd v 31TATT TR T &
Aggrieved parties have strong legal rights.

3T Tl & HsTgd el IJTUFR &1
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